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For none of us lives to himself, and none 
of us dies to himself. For is we live, we live 
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord. So then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, that he might 
be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

Rom. 14:7-9

VATICAN: Pope Francis will travel to As-
sisi Oct 3 to sign an encyclical on the social, 
political and economic obligations that flow 
from a belief that all people are children of 
God and therefore brothers and sisters to 
one another.

The Vatican press office, confirming the 
Pope’s trip, said the document will be titled 
Fratelli Tutti in Italian or Brothers and Sis-
ters All.

Conventual Franciscan Fr Mauro Gam-

betti, custodian of the Assisi convent, said 
the document “will indicate to the world a 
style for the future and will give the church 
and people of goodwill the responsibility 
for building it together.”

“The Pope is clearly inspired by Francis 
of Assisi who, in following Jesus, recog-
nised in fraternity, lived under the sign of 
mutual and loving service, the horizon of 
a fulfilled and happy humanity,” Gambetti 
added.

Francis is scheduled to arrive at the Assisi 
convent at 3.00pm to celebrate Mass at the 
tomb of St Francis and sign the document.

Because of ongoing concerns and restric-
tions due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Mass and the rest of the Pope’s visit will be 
private, the Vatican press office said.

The encyclical is expected to echo many 
of the themes Francis has been discussing 
in his general audience talks on Catholic 
social teaching in light of the pandemic: 

human fraternity, the equal dignity of all 
people, the preferential option for the poor, 
the universal destination of goods and the 
obligation of solidarity. Care for the envi-
ronment and the virtue of peacemaking are 
also expected to be part of the encyclical.

After the pope signs the document on the 
eve of the feast of St. Francis, the text is ex-
pected to be published in a variety of lan-
guages in the first week of October. — By 
Cindy Wooden, CNS

Francis will sign new encyclical, Fratelli tutti, Oct 3

VATICAN: A cardinal has 
suggested that the corona-
virus pandemic may have 

accelerated the secularisation of Eu-
rope by 10 years. 

In an interview with L’Osservatore Romano 
Sept 2, Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich said 
he believed that the number of Catholics go-
ing to church would decrease as a result of 
COVID-19.

Asked whether he thought the Church in 
Europe would emerge stronger or weaker from 
the pandemic, he said: “I think about my coun-
try: we will be reduced in number. Because all 
those who no longer come to Mass, because 
they came only for cultural reasons, these ‘cul-
tural Catholics,’ left and right, no longer come. 
They have seen that life is very comfortable. 
They can live very well without having to 
come to church. Even First Communions, the 
catechism for children, all this will decrease in 
number, I am almost certain.”

“But it’s not a complaint on my part. We 
would have had this process even without a 
pandemic. Perhaps it would have taken us 10 
years longer.” 

Stephen Bullivant, professor of theology and 
the sociology of religion at St Mary’s Univer-
sity, Twickenham, in the UK, noted that he had 
made a similar point to Hollerich in his recent 
eBook Catholicism in the Time of Coronavirus.

“At least in terms of church attendance, 
we’re almost certain to see a ‘jump forward’ 
along the long-set downward trend,” he said. 
“Lots of dioceses have done forecasts in previ-
ous years along the lines of ‘if present trends 
continue, we’ll have X number of active priests 
for Y number of Massgoers by 2040,’ or what-
ever. Well, they’re going to have to bring those 
forward.” 

“Whether I’d guess at ‘10 years’ myself, I 
don’t know — but it’s not outside the bounds 
of the plausible.”

Hollerich, the Archbishop of Luxembourg 
and president of the Commission of the Bish-
ops’ Conferences of the European Union 
(COMECE), said that the Church in Europe 

needed to respond to its weakened condition 
with humilty. 

He said: “But at this point, the Church must 
be inspired by a humility that allows us to re-
organise ourselves better, to be more Christian 
because, otherwise, this culture of Christianity, 
this only cultural Catholicism, cannot last over 
time, it has no living force behind it.”

He continued: “I think it is a great opportu-
nity for the Church. We must understand what 
is at stake, we must react and put in place new 
missionary structures. And when I say mission-
aries, I mean both action and word. I also think 
that in the world after the pandemic, the West, 
the United States and Europe, will be weaker 
than before, because the acceleration brought 

by the virus will make other economies, other 
countries, grow.” 

“But we must see this with realism, we 
must abandon the Eurocentrism present in 
our thoughts and with great humility we must 
work with other countries for the future of hu-
manity, to have greater justice.”

Public Masses were suspended across Eu-
rope for several months in order to restrict the 
spread of COVID-19. While public liturgies 
have resumed, anecdotal evidence suggests 
that attendance is well down compared with 
before the crisis. 

In some countries, there are strict limits on 
the number of Catholics permitted to attend 
Mass at any one time due to concerns about 
virus transmission. 

There have been 2,304,846 cases of COV-
ID-19 reported in the European Union/Euro-
pean Economic Area and the U.K. as of Sept 4, 
according to the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control, with 182,358 deaths.

Hollerich, a Jesuit, was appointed Arch-
bishop of Luxembourg in 2011. He received 
the red hat on Oct 5, 2019, becoming the first 
cardinal from Luxembourg, a country with a 
population of only 626,000.

Hollerich told L’Osservatore Romano that 
the positive reaction to Pope Francis’ 2015 
encyclical Laudato Si’ showed that Christian 
culture was still alive in Europe. — CNA

Catholics going to church may decrease

A man prays alone inside the Catholic cathedral in Manila's Cubao district. (Licas photo/Jire Carreon)
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Saraswathy, a cleaner in her fifties, looked 
despondent. “I don’t know what to do 
now.”

She had just been informed that she had lost 
her job, as the place where she worked had 
changed cleaning contractors. 

On the wrong side of 50, she will find it even 
more difficult to find another job. 

With hardly any retirement savings to fall 
back on, she will lose a source of income that 
covered a good part of her household’s income. 

Workers like her are among our urban poor 
who are often hidden from society. 

In any discussion of poverty in Malaysia, 
there are three key figures we should think of. 

The official minimum wage: RM1,200/
month 
Employers should not pay their workers less 
than the minimum wage. But it happens, espe-
cially for unskilled work, eg certain restaurant 
staff and cleaners. And not a few of these work-
ers do not have retirement savings (EPF) or ac-
cident insurance cover (Socso). 

This also happens when workers are em-
ployed by third-party contractors who invari-
ably allow the real employers to escape from 
statutory labour obligations. 

For a long time, the minimum wage was 
above the poverty line income. That changed 
only recently. 

Revised poverty line income threshold: 
RM2,208/month
For ages, this figure had remained at RM980, 
which produced an artificially low poverty rate 
for the nation of just 0.4 per cent in 2016. 

With the revised threshold of RM2,208, the 
official poverty rate rose correspondingly to 5.6 
per cent. 

So we now have a situation where the poverty 
line income is higher than the minimum wage. 
What this means is that the minimum wage that 
employers have to pay workers is well below 
the poverty line income. Many workers are ef-
fectively receiving ‘poverty wages’. 

Living wage in KL: RM2,700 – RM6,500
In a 2018 study, the central bank, Bank Negara, 
said the living wage in Kuala Lumpur for a sin-
gle person ought to be RM2,700. 

For a childless couple and a couple with two 
children, the wages should be RM4,500 and 
RM6,500 respectively. 

So we now have a situation where the mini-

mum wage is RM1,200, there is a huge gap be-
tween that figure and the living wage.

Imagine if both parents in a household 
with two children are on minimum wage, that 
household would earn RM2,400 when the liv-
ing wage needed would be RM6,500.

It thus did not come as a surprise when the 
then-UN special rapporteur on extreme poverty 
and human rights pointed out that 27 per cent 
of KL households earned less than the Bank 
Negara estimated figures for a living wage. 

Other independent groups estimated the real 
poverty figure for Malaysia at 16 to 22 per cent, 
well above the 5.6 per cent official figure.

Tacitly recognising this, the government pro-
vides some small yearly Bantuan Sara Hidup 
assistance to many low and middle-income 
households, but this is still far short of what is 
needed for a liveable income. 

With the country now strapped for cash and 
employers hit by the economic slowdown, one 
way out is for the government to boost its social 
spending. It should further subsidise public ed-

ucation, public healthcare and public transport. 
The money could be made available by 

scrapping unnecessary mega-projects which 
are not a priority now. A wealth tax could be 
imposed on the top one per cent — surely a 
small price to pay to strengthen national soli-
darity. 

To reduce household debt levels, home pric-
es should be fixed within reach of the people. 
What this means is that the prices of homes for 
the bottom 40 per cent of households should 
not be more than three times the average an-
nual income of these households. 

To keep the prices of food in check, the 
government should protect farmlands (from 
commercial development) and fishing grounds 
(from sand mining and land reclamation). It 
should support local farmers and smallholders 
to boost domestic food security so that we do 
not have to rely so much on food imports. 

Now why is all this important for Christians? 
Catholic Social Teaching stresses the preferen-
tial option for the poor. So we cannot go about 
our lives without a care while our neighbours 
are struggling, often in situations that are hid-
den from our view – in urban slums or remote 
areas.

Instead, we are called to “make your views 
heard... defend the cause of the poor and the 
wretched” (Proverbs 31:9). 

Let’s start by defending the cause of the poor, 
where we are. 

What is the minimum that 
workers should be paid? 

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

“Lord, if my brother sins against me, how 
often must I forgive, as many as seven 

times?”
“I say to you, not seven times but as many as 

seventy-seven times.”
Do not be concerned with the number 77. Je-

sus was using this number to say that the num-
ber of times we should forgive is far greater 
than we could imagine.  For the true follower 
of Christ, there can be no limits to how many 
times or how much he or she forgives. The 
Christian realises the great mercy he or she 
has received from a God who sent His Son to 
become one of us, to die for us so that we can 
have eternal life. The Christian understands 
that next to the forgiveness we have received 
from God, there can be no limit to the forgive-
ness he or she extends to others.

I want to illustrate this with two true stories.
On October 2, 2006, a multiple shooting 

occurred at the West Nickel Mines School, an 
Amish one-room schoolhouse in the Old Order 
Amish community of Nickel Mines, a village 
in Bart Township, Lancaster County, Pennsyl-
vania. The gunman was Charles Carl Roberts, 
a married man with three children. No one 
knows why he did what he did. Perhaps he was 
suffering from some mental or psychological 
illness. Maybe he just hated the Amish. No one 
knows why he did what he did. They just know 
what happened. Roberts pulled his pickup 
truck up to the school and asked the teacher if 
she or any of the children had seen something 
he said he had lost on the road. When they said, 
“No,” he went to his truck and returned with a 
gun.  He ordered the boys to help carry some 
things into the classroom from his truck and 
the girls to stand in front of the chalkboard. 
The girls were ages six through 13. He allowed 
a pregnant woman, three parents with babies 
and all the boys to exit the building. The older 
girls realised what was happening and two of 
them, Marian and Barbara Fisher, 13 and 11, 
asked Roberts if he would just shoot them and 
let the other girls go. He did shoot them, but he 

also fired a total of 13 rounds, killing five and 
injuring three more before taking his own life.

On the day of the shooting, a grandfather 
of one of the murdered Amish girls was heard 
warning some young relatives not to hate the 
killer, saying, “We must not think evil of this 
man.” Another Amish father noted, “He had a 
mother and a wife and a soul, and now he’s 
standing before a just God.” Jack Meyer, a 
member of the Brethren community living near 
the Amish in Lancaster County, explained: “I 
don’t think there’s anybody here that wants to 
do anything but forgive and not only reach out 
to those who have suffered a loss in that way 
but to reach out to the family of the man who 
committed these acts.”

A Roberts family spokesman said an Amish 
neighbour comforted the Roberts family hours 
after the shooting and extended forgiveness 
to them. Amish Community members visited 
and comforted Roberts’ widow, parents, and 
parents-in-law. One Amish man held Roberts’ 
sobbing father in his arms, reportedly for as 
long as an hour, to comfort him. The Amish 
also set up a charitable fund for the family of 
the shooter. About 30 members of the Amish 
community attended Roberts’ funeral, and Ma-
rie Roberts, the widow of the killer, was one of 
the few outsiders invited to the funeral of one 
of the victims. Marie Roberts wrote an open 
letter to her Amish neighbours thanking them 
for their forgiveness, grace, and mercy. She 
wrote, “Your love for our family has helped 
to provide the healing we so desperately need. 
Gifts you’ve given have touched our hearts in a 
way no words can describe. Your compassion 
has reached beyond our family, beyond our 
community, and is changing our world, and for 
this we sincerely thank you.”

Here’s a second story that is less radical in 
its forgiveness, but describes an incident more 
typical than a mass murder. A few years ago 
Thomas Fleming died at the age of 90 years 
old. Fleming was a famous historian known 
for his revolutionary war works. He tells this 

story about his father. I couldn’t find the fa-
ther’s name, so lets just call him Patrick. Pat-
rick had to go work right out of grade school 
in order to help provide for their large Catho-
lic family. Now this was over a hundred years 
ago in Jersey City, New Jersey. Patrick had 
small delicate hands, perfect for working with 
watches. One of his friends showed him how 
to take a watch apart. Patrick studied and stud-
ied watches,  and soon he was able to get a job 
in the watch factory owned by a very rich fam-
ily, the Blaine family.  The job would pay one 
dollar a day. That was big money back in those 
days. But, there was one problem. When the 
workers came to the factory every day, they 
would be asked, “Catholic or Protestant.” If 
they answered “Catholic,” there would be no 
work for them.  For years the young man bit 
his lip and said, “Protestant.” He eventually 
married and started his own family, but still 
had to work at the factory and state each day 
that he was Protestant. 

Then everything changed.  In 1929, the stock 
market crashed. The factory closed, and the 
Blaine family was left penniless. Meanwhile, 
Patrick had saved his money and opened his 
own watch repair store, then another and then 
another. He married and told his story to his 
son, Thomas, when the boy was about ten.  
Soon after that, around 1940, the doorbell rang 
in the Fleming home. There, wearing a tattered 
cloak and looking emaciated and sick, stood 
Mr Blaine. He asked Patrick if he could pos-
sibly find some work for him. Listening from 
the top of the stairs, Thomas wanted his father 
to turn him away, or at least to ask him: “Are 
you Catholic or Protestant.” Instead, his dad 
just said that he could benefit from someone 
doing his bookwork for all the stores, “Would 
Mr Blaine consider this?”

“Certainly,” said Mr Blaine. 
“Then, you are hired,” said Mr Fleming. 

And without doubt, at the same time the 
Lord said to Thomas’ Dad, “And you are for-
given any sins you have committed, Mr Flem-
ing.”

Forgiveness. Forgiveness brings healing.  
Forgiveness brings the mercy of God. Hold-
ing on to anger only brings more suffering, 
particularly for the person who harbours hate.

The first servant in the Gospel parable for 
this Sunday owed a huge debt. The transla-
tion we used for Mass just says “huge”, but 
the Greek says he owed ten thousand talents. 
One talent represented fifteen years of daily 
wages. This man was in deep financial trouble. 
He would have to work for 15,000 years to 
pay this off.  This impossible debt was totally 
dismissed by the king in the parable. That was 
shocking, and wonderful. 

The second servant owed the first a large, 
but payable debt, 100 denarii. That was the 
equivalent of 100 days wages. Difficult, but 
payable.  Certainly not in the same league as 
the first debt. “A mere fraction” our translation 
says. 1/54,750th if you want to be exact about 
it. As you are aware, the first servant refused 
mercy to the second, and the result is he lost 
the mercy that had been offered to him by the 
Master. 

It is obvious that the parable is comparing 
what God has forgiven each of us with those 
who owe us so much less than we owe God.

Today we pray for the grace to forgive and 
move on with life, just as we thank the Lord for 
the innumerable times He has forgiven us and 
has Himself moved on with sharing His Life 
with us. — By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino 

24th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Sirach 27:33 — 28:7;

Romans 14:7-9;
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Are there limits to forgiveness?
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1.0 Updates to Archdiocesan 
Guidelines for celebrating the 
Sacraments
As announced by the Honourable Prime 
Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin on 
August 28, the Recovery Movement 
Control Order (RMCO) has been ex-
tended to Dec 31, 2020.

Following the above announcement, 
the National Security Council (Majlis 
Keselamatan Negara – MKN) has be-
gun overseeing the updating of SOPs 
for various sectors.

His Grace, Archbishop Julian Leow 
D.D., having been advised by the Crisis 
Management Task Force, has agreed to 
make the following adaptations to the 
Archdiocesan Guidelines for Celebrat-
ing the Sacraments under the RMCO 
and post RMCO dated June 5, 2020, 
(Guidelines) and additional guidelines 
set out in his Pastoral Letter dated July 
11, 2020.

1.1 Age Restrictions and 
Persons in High-Risk 
Categories
Under the latest 
MKN SOP on 
the “Opening of 
Places of Wor-
ship During the 
RMCO Period”, 
updated on Sept 
4, 2020 (item 3), 
those suffering 
from chronic dis-
eases, senior citizens and children aged 
12 years and below are not encouraged 
to attend services in places of worship. 
Our main priority is to protect the most 
vulnerable members of our community. 
The Parish Priest, assisted by the Parish 
Response Team (PRT), should, there-
fore, continue to issue public-health 
cautions and provide on-going educa-
tion on the risks involved for such high-
risk categories to participate in public 
gatherings. The Parish Priest is allowed 
to attach additional conditions (e.g. 
request for waiver or consent declara-
tions etc) for those who have made an 
informed decision to come for Mass. He 
can also make alternative arrangements 
for the pastoral good of those listed un-
der these high-risk categories in lieu of 
public Mass attendance (see item 1.5).
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We meet again. The joy of the Lord be with 
you. 
1. A Thought for the Week: 
A rose longed for the company of the bees, 
but none would come to her. The rose kept on 
dreaming. When she felt all alone, she would 
imagine a garden filled with bees that came 
to kiss her.  She resisted the idea of closing 
up. Each new day, she opened her petals. 
Someone asked her, “Are you not tired?” The 
rose answered: “No. I have to go on fighting”. 
When asked, “Why?”. She replied: “If I do 
not open up, I wither”. Has the COVID made 
you close up or open up? Has it made you 
dry up and wither or moved you to be a better 
you, brightening other people’s lives ...filling 
the air with freshness. Strangely, when we 
open up our lives to what we are - to be true, 
beautiful and good...to love, give and bless 
– we do not wither nor dry up nor die out. 
Open up. Life and love opportunities open up 
to you.

1.2 Non-Malaysian Citizens

The same SOP updated on Sept 4, 2020 (item 
2) no longer prohibits non-Malaysian citizens 
from attending Mass and other religious activi-
ties. As such, they can now participate in any 
parish activity. 

1.3 Funerals

The previous SOP on Funerals, which restricted 
attendance at a funeral to 15 persons, has been 
abrogated. Hence, with immediate effect, par-
ishes should refer and adhere to the SOP on 
“Opening of Places of Worship During the 
RMCO Period” updated on Sept 4, 2020 which 
is applicable for all public Masses (including 
funerals). Though there is currently no limit on 
number of attendees, social distancing and other 
public health safety measures must continue to 
be observed.

1.4 Weddings

The SOP on “Wedding Ceremonies in Non-Is-
lamic Places of Worship and Religious Associa-

tions”, last updated on Aug 1, 2020, remains in 
effect. The restriction on a maximum number of 
20 persons (including the priest and other minis-
ters) remains. The Archdiocese will update our 
guidelines in accordance with the MKN SOP 
when it is updated and inform the parishes re-
garding any future revision.  

1.5 Distribution of Holy Communion 
Outside Mass

Given the number of high risk persons “ex-
cluded” from the weekly Sunday Masses, and 
not wishing to expose our front liners, priests 
and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion (EMHCs) to unnecessary risks, Archbishop 
Julian, having consulted the College of Consul-
tors, wishes to propose the following options 
which could be adopted and adapted by individ-
ual parishes at the discretion of the Parish Priest:
a) Individual Appointments — Appointments 
could be made with the priest for confession 
and communion in the parish. Schedules could 
be provided and this could be organised through 
BECs with volunteers providing transport where 
necessary;
b) Appointing additional EMHCs — Addition-
al EMHCs who are younger and do not have any 
restricting health conditions may be appointed. 
Parish priest could consider appointing a mem-
ber of the family of the high-risk person who 
is “excluded”. These persons require adequate 
training in liturgical matters as well as public 
safety measures. Apart from Appendix E of the 
Guidelines, additional guidelines may be issued 
by the Parish Priest to avoid desecration of the 
Blessed Sacrament.
c) Designated Mass for high-risk persons — 
Parish Priest could designate a special Mass, 
apart from the weekly public Masses, for those 
who fall under the high-risk categories. Such a 
Mass would require more stringent public health 
measures e.g. two metres instead of one metre 
social distancing; seating for caregiver; Holy 
Communion could be brought to the person in 
the pew instead of requiring them to queue etc.

d) Condition and Criteria for Home Commun-
ion — Since it is advisable that the EMHCs 
limit distribution of Holy Communion to the 
homebound to just one home per day, to avoid 
transmitting infection, it may be necessary to 
explain to the home communicant that he or she 
may not be able to receive every week but on 
a rotational basis. Criteria for home commun-
ion (i.e. who gets to receive) should be deter-
mined by the Parish Priest and should be based 
on the two-fold principle of reaching out to as 
many genuine cases as possible whilst avoiding 
abuse of this privilege. EMHCs should adhere 
to the protocols set out under Appendix E of the 
Guidelines.

e) Drive-through Holy Communion Service 
— At the discretion of the Parish Priest and 
with consideration to the viability of the church 
premises for a drive-through, drive-through 
Holy Communion may be arranged for high-
risk individuals. Great care must be taken to 
avoid desecration of the Blessed Sacrament 
and the communicant should be led through 
prayer and other forms of spiritual preparation 
to receive Holy Communion. Suggestions for 
prayer services may be obtained from the Arch-
diocesan Liturgy Commission. 

1.6 Sunday School, RCIA, 
Formations and Meetings
As the MKN SOP updated on Sept 4 now per-
mits scheduled activities and gatherings apart 
from Masses, non-liturgical activities such as 
catechism, RCIA, formations, meetings, etc, 
may resume at the discretion and at the direc-
tion of the Parish Priest. Individuals and groups 
should seek the permission of the Parish Priest 
before resuming any in-person activity in the 
parish.  

We would strongly discourage the participa-
tion of any person falling into high-risk catego-
ries. Such activities can be conducted provided 
that physical distancing and other public safety 
requirements as per the MKN SOP and Arch-
diocese Guidelines are complied with. 

In the event that the space is insufficient to 
meet these requirements or the PRT members 
are not available to monitor and ensure com-
pliance with the SOP, the Parish Priest should 
defer such in-person gatherings to a later date 
where such activities could be done in a safe 
manner. 

Pursuant to the above, we attach an updated 
version of Appendix I* of the Guidelines (Sun-
day school, RCIA, Formations and Meetings).

l Continued on Pg 4

2. Latest Update on RMCO till Dec 31, 
2020:
a. With effect from today, Sept 11, all church-
es in Malacca Johore Diocese will take steps 
to welcome parishioners aged 70 and above, 
children aged 12 and below, foreigners and 
the physically healthy, with no signs of cough, 
fever and flu. (The MKN made this announce-
ment on  Sept 4).
b. With effect from Sept 18, all parishes in 
Malacca Johore Diocese are permitted to ini-
tiate Catechism classes, RCIA sessions, parish 
ministries’ meetings, formation sessions, mul-
tiple Masses and language Masses. 
c. Be reminded that weekend and weekday 
Masses, pastoral care for the home bound, 
sacraments like Baptism, Confirmation and 
marriages, and funerals have been in place 
since Aug 15.
d. Reminders to the Faithful:

i. Implementations may differ from 
parish to parish. Be patient.

ii. Parish activities may continue to be 
provided online or face-to-face till the 
Dec 31. 
iii. Help each other to tide through 
these trying times. Do not be afraid to 
be charitable.

e. Reminders to the parish priests and parish 
leaders:

i. Welcome back the faithful, allay their 
fears and motivate the ‘healthy absen-
tees’.
ii. Continue to provide pastoral care 
creatively, adhering to the SOPs.
iii. Sunday Obligations may come 
into effect as the MCO restrictions are 
lifted.

f. To the faithful of MJD: These words I dedi-
cate to you, the words of the Prophet Hosea 
“Come back to Me …do not let fear keep us 
apart” and what the psalmist saw, that I desire 
to see, “they come back, they come back, full 
of song, carrying their sheaves” (Ps 126:6)

The Aug 23, HERALD Editorial entitled 
“Accountability, Responsibility and The 
Blame Game” caught my attention. It was 
very well written. Responsibility for respond-
ing to crisis, to proper response, the need of the 
community and the vulnerable are shelved, in 
the name of accountability and witch-hunting. 
To respond to a crisis, a disciplined focus on 
four elements: accountability, reflection, re-
sponsibility and praise or blame is necessary. 
Many of our institutions are becoming more 
and more dishonest.

Stay connected in the Spirit of Commun-
ion. May His blessings be upon you and your 
family. Let us together continue building His 
Kingdom. 

Bishop Bernard Paul
September 11, 2020

Click here to watch the video
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children on coping 
with the RMCO

l Continued from Pg 3

1.7 Basic Ecclesial Communities (BEC)
At the discretion and direction of the Parish Priest, 
BEC gatherings may resume. BECs should not hold 
people gatherings without receiving the approval 
from the Parish Priest. It is important to note, how-
ever, that those who fall under high-risk categories 
are strongly discouraged from attending such home 
gatherings. We would still encourage, if this is fea-
sible, the members of the BECs to stay connected 
using the digital platform. 

We attach an updated version of Appendix J* 
of the Guidelines (New Way of Being Church — 
BECs) for those parishes and BECs who are plan-
ning to resume in-person meetings.

1.8 Education and Adherence of 
SOPs, Guidelines and Public Health 
Advisories
The Parish Priest and the PRT must ensure that all 
those who are now allowed to attend parish activi-
ties are informed and briefed with regards to the 
MKN SOP, Archdiocesan Guidelines, and any other 
parish protocols.

As per the MKN SOP, face masks continue to be 
mandatory, the use of toilets limited, physical dis-
tancing implemented including avoiding physical 
touch when greeting, and dispersing immediately 
when activities have concluded.

Everyone must continue to adhere to health ad-
visories issued by the Ministry of Health, including 
practising the 3W’s of Wash, Wear and Warn. 

2.0 Pastoral Posting of 
Deacon Bonaventure 
Rayappan 
Rev Deacon Bonaventure Rayap-
pan has been posted to the Church 
of Our Lady of Lourdes, Klang, 
with effect Sept 1, 2020.

3.0 Deacon Adrian Ng
Deacon Adrian Ng, who is a permanent deacon in-
cardinated in the Diocese of Malacca Johore and 
who is currently on leave from his diocese, has been 
engaged contractually as a full-time Pastoral associ-
ate for the Church of the Holy Family, Kajang for 
a period of six months, subject to review. He will 
be primarily working with the campus ministry and 
migrants’ outreach under the supervision of the Par-
ish Priest of HFC. 

He will not be exercising any liturgical or ministe-
rial duties as a deacon during his tenure.

4.0 Annual Clergy Retreat
The Clergy of the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur 
will be having their annual retreat from Sept 21 to 
24, 2020. Kindly keep the clergy of the Archdiocese 
in your prayers as they undertake this privileged 
time of spiritual renewal. 

5.0 Chrism Mass

The annual Chrism Mass for the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur, which had been deferred due to the 
MCO, will be celebrated on Sept 24 at 10.30am in 
the Church of St Anthony, Jalan Robertson, Kuala 
Lumpur. Due to the limited seats and the require-
ments of the MKN SOP, this Mass will not be open 
to the public. Those who wish to follow the live-
streaming of this Mass may do so through our web 
channel. 

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

KUALA LUMPUR: In conjunction 
with the feast of Our Lady of Good 
Health something special was organised 
for the Catechism children and teens on 
Sept 5. Two separate small-group online 
sessions were organised to minister to 
them on how they were coping in this 
pandemic year. These sessions were fa-
cilitated by the parish Listening Corner, 
Beyond, and catechists. 

Primary school children (Aged 9-12) 
did a Bounce Back story session with 
Yvonne Teo and Felix Kong from the 
Listening Corner counselling minis-
try.   Yvonne made the children very 
comfortable as they were able to open 
up and share freely. They were asked a 
few questions such as how they felt dur-
ing the MCO, what were the favourite 
things they did, and what were the good 
things they had learnt during MCO. 

Yvonne’s childlike methodology ena-
bled the children to build confidence 
and share easily. Felix, for his part, used 
puppets and voice-overs to entertain 
the children. In that one hour the chil-
dren — and even catechists — learnt so 
much from each other of their struggle, 
what they had learnt thus far, their walk 
with God and the relationships with 
their loved ones. 

Another interactive session followed 
for secondary school teenagers (Aged 
13-16) facilitated by the Beyond teen 
youth ministry team. Melissa Sharmini 

and Katrina Edward teamed up with 
Felix Kong to really bring out the best 
from our teenagers. 

Melissa’s method of encouraging the 
teens to open up with her non-intrusive 
slides and video made them think out of 
the box and share the challenges and op-
portunities they faced during the MCO. 
The teenagers shared how they dealt 
with missing their dear loved ones, their 
friends and their teachers. Emotions, 
both joyful and sad, were expressed. 

Melissa also connected them with 
God, the plans God has for them and 
how keeping in touch with their loved 

ones through means of technology 
would help ease the challenges they 
faced.  During the session, Melissa as-
sured them not to be afraid as God is 
with them always as they listened to the 
song Be not afraid.

Fr Edwin Peter, the parish priest, 
thanked the catechetical ministry and 
the counselling and teen youth minis-
try facilitating teams for ministering to 
these children through the online chan-
nel. He also thanked the parents for al-
lowing their children to participate in 
these sessions for the young ones. — By 
Lydia Pinto

Holy Hour to celebrate parish feast

Children’s online session. (photo/Andrew Dass)

* Turn to page 13 for Appendix I & J

KUALA LUMPUR: As September 
marks the Feast of Our Lady of Good 
Health at Kampung Pandan, the first 
Friday Holy Hour was held in a spe-
cial and prayerful manner by Sr An-
gelin Gnanapragasam, FMDM. This 
First Friday Holy Hour was different 
from the previous ones as no one was 
able to be physically present due to 
the decision to hold only an online 
feast celebration. 

The Holy Hour began at 8.30pm 
with the exposition of Blessed Sac-
rament by parish administrator Fr 
Edwin Peter. It was a moment of re-
newing and strengthening of our faith, 
believing that our risen Lord is truly 

present in the host as we start to adore 
and worship Him, together, as His 
children. Prayer is the only channel 
for us to communicate and express 
ourselves in front of our Creator. 

After a brief silence, Sr Angelin in-
vited the congregation to intercede in 
prayer with her for healing of the body 
and soul. It was a precious and sacred 
moment of opening up our wounds 
and brokenness before Jesus, for Him 
to come in and heal us spiritually and 
emotionally. 

The session continued with the 
proclamation of the gospel accord-
ing to St Mark and reflection on the 
delivered Word of God through re-

flective prayer which was projected 
on the screen. The congregation was 
once again invited for personal silent 
prayer as well as to acknowledge the 
presence of our Saviour and surrender 
unto Him all our needs and desires. 

Fr Edwin led the benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament and the Holy Hour 
concluded with the final prayer. 

For many of those who followed the 
holy hour from their homes, it was a 
deeply spiritual experience that al-
lowed them to embrace a bit more 
of  their inner healing journey. The 
theme for the day was By His Wounds 
we have been Healed. — By Anthony 
Edwin

Fr Edwin Peter leading the Benediction.
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God chose you before the world was made, newly baptised told

TAMPIN: Twenty poor families 
benefited from a Food Aid Pro-
gramme, jointly organised by 
the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
(SSVP) Conference St John Vi-
anney of the Church of St John 
Marie Vianney and a group from 
Kuala Lumpur.

The event on Sept 5 reached 
out to 21 poor, called the Friends 
In Need (FIN), who represent 
10 families from around Tampin 
town. Most were non- Chris-
tians who came an hour earlier 
and waited patiently for the pro-
gramme to begin. They were wel-
comed by eight SSVP members, 
led by its President, Jesu Dass.

The KL Group, consisting of 
17 members, met the FIN briefly, 
before adjourning to the church 
where parish priest, Fr Peter An-
thoney, gave a reflection taken 
from Luke’s Gospel 7:11-17 (Je-

sus Raises a Widow’s Son). Fr 
Peter also said that even before 
the needy ask, the Lord knows 
their wants. He invited all to 
ponder “Do I really want what I 
want, or shall I share what I have 
or keep all?” He said Jesus gave 
His all and knows the Father take 
cares of us. 

“Give without counting, be-
cause we received without count-
ing. God asks you and me to be 
charitable to one another. This 
is what Jesus wants us to have: 
faith, hope and charity in our 
hearts.”

Earlier, in the opening prayer, 
Fr Peter touched on alms-giving, 
to meet the needs of those in need. 

Also present was Seminarian 
Bro Philip Asir who welcomed 
all. The KL Group said they had 
been reaching out during the 
RMCO, as the Lord prompted 

them to go out into mission to 
care for the less-privileged in so-
ciety. All praises to our God.

The SSVP members in the 
meantime sorted out the 610kgs 
of aid consisting of 24 different 

types of foodstuff. These were 
given to the 10 families present 
and part of the foodstuff was to 
be distributed later by Fr Peter 
personally to ten poor Orang Asli 
families in Kg Bukit Serok in Pa-

hang.
The FIN were grateful and 

happy to be given help. Packed 
lunch and packet drinks were also 
distributed to all present. — By 
Bernard Anthony

KOTA KINABALU: “God chose 
you as His own even before the 
world was made,” the rector of 
St Simon Catholic Church Likas 
said to 10 candidates for the Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) during the Sacraments of 
Initiation, Aug 26.

“You have been longing for this 
a long, long time,” Fr Cosmas Lee 
said in his opening remarks to 
some 80 attendees, addressing the 
candidates’ four-month wait fol-
lowing the partial lockdown dur-
ing the pandemic.

“The one who has longed for 
this more than you has been God, 
our Father. He has been anxious 
because He has tested you,” he 
said, adding that the pandemic — 
the postponement — helped them 
be better prepared, more pleasing 
children of God.

“And He’s still testing you to-
day with the weather,” Fr Lee 
said, referring to the intermittent 
rain that evening.

“He’s still testing you today 

with no ‘bunga-bunga’ (flowers 
and decorations). Unlike at the 
Easter Vigil, where those to be 
baptised were given all the atten-
tion.

“But Baptism, Confirmation 

and the Eucharist cannot become 
less precious gifts. They are ex-
actly as precious.

 “Rejoice, celebrate these gifts 
of sonship and daughtership — 
His calling us, choosing us for 

Jesus by the power of His Holy 
Spirit to become His very own.”

Later, in his sermon, Fr Lee said 
it’s not uncommon for people to 
question or doubt their religious 
calling in life.

“I was in the seminary from 
1965 to 1976 — 11 years — be-
fore I was ordained. In all those 
11 years, although I looked as if 
I wanted to be a priest, like most 
seminarians, there was always this 
nagging doubt: Did God call me?

 “It’s a big decision to make. 
In a way, to leave the world — to 
give up your career, to give up 
marriage, all those things that are 
quite legitimate — to give up all 
these things to be a priest.

“But what if God did not call 
me and I become the most unhap-
py priest? Eleven years, there was 
this nagging doubt. I don’t know 
how many spiritual directors I 
spoke to in order to try and say: 
‘yeah, God has called and, there-
fore, I’m good and okay.

“I asked this question until the 

very week before I was ordained. 
But on the day of the ordination, 
I could never ever forget the con-
viction that God had called me. 
And I gave myself totally to God 
as far as I could with the help of 
the Spirit,” Fr Cosmas said, relat-
ing his experience as a seminar-
ian.

Turning to the RCIA candi-
dates, he said, “if you have those 
nagging questions, stop it.”

“When you come here, put 
yourselves in the hands of God. 
We come here giving God the gift 
of our own self. Make it a pleas-
ing gift, make it a fragrant gift. So, 
give yourself because how much 
we give will depend on how much 
we receive from a God who  never 
changes.

“Seize the power of God’s 
presence today. Let us give our 
lives totally to the hands of God, 
and not worry for the future for 
He will not abandon us.” — By                 
Audrey J Ansibin, St Simon 
Likas SOCCOM

Helping the less fortunate during the RMCO

Fr Cosmas Lee pose with the newly confirmand after the Mass on Aug 
26. (St Simon Likas SOCCOM)

KUCHING: Sarawak Welfare, 
Community Wellbeing, Women, 
Family and Children Develop-
ment Minister, YB Dato Sri Hajah 
Fatimah bt Abdullah, on Sept 3 
presented Letters of Appoint-
ment to more than 20 members 
of the Committee for National 
Unity Action Plan (2021-2025) 
Sarawak Zone.

Chairman of the Association of 
Churches Sarawak (ACS), Arch-
bishop Simon Poh, received his 
appointment letter to serve for a 
two-year term commencing from 
Aug 3, 2020 to Aug 2, 2022.

The role of the Committee is 
to assist the Ministry of National 
Unity (Kementerian Perpaduan 
Negara) to strengthen unity and 

harmony among citizens in line 
with the government’s aspiration 
to solidify national unity as the 
foundation for economics, poli-

tics and social stability for the na-
tion.

YB Dato Sri Fatimah also 
launched the People’s Feedback 

Session for the Draft of the Na-
tional Action Plan (2021-2025) 
Sarawak, on Sept 4 with the fol-
lowing agenda:

1)   To collect input of peoples’ 
knowledge and understanding of 
the principles of the Rukun Ne-
gara.
2)   To gather suggestions on pro-
grammes/activities suitable to be 
implemented to achieve the ambi-
tions of the Rukun Negara.
3)   To compile peoples’ feedback 
to strengthen the Ministry’s draft 
of the National Unity Action Plan 
(2021-2025) Sarawak.

Archbishop Simon Poh was 
among several government offic-
ers, NGOs, heads of associations 
and Rukun Tetangga commit-
tee members who attended the 
launching of the People’s Feed-
back Session. — By Ivy Chai, 
Today’s Catholic

Kuching Archbishop appointed to 
National Unity Action Plan Committee

The Orang Asli receive provision from SSVP and the KL group. 

Archbishop Simon Poh (third from left) with the members of the Committee for National Unity Action Plan.
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SINGAPORE: Themed Heal Our 
Home, Caritas Singapore’s Round-
table VI was held on Friday, Aug 
14, 2020 to advocate stewardship 
of the Earth. This virtual roundtable 
saw more than 60 participants and 
veteran speakers in their respective 
fields discussing the current climate 
crisis and ways to collectively ad-
dress it on both an individual and 
organisational level. 

In his opening remarks, the 
Chairman of Caritas Singapore, 
Prof Tan Cheng Han, shared that 
“many scientists warn that we are 
severely damaging our environ-
ment; we are fast reaching the point 
of no return as some effects are ir-
reversible.” 

Referring to Pope Francis’ land-
mark 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’ 
(On Care for our Common Home), 
Prof Tan said that “the Church’s 
teaching is even more important 
today than ever.” He warned that 
“without keeping their Creator in 
mind, human beings will always try 
to impose their own laws and inter-
ests on reality. We must remember 
that God’s divine spark is in all of 
His creation; in other words, God is 
reflected in all that exists.” 

Speaking on the urgency to com-
bat climate change, Geraldine Clare 
Westwood from the Commission 
for Creation Justice of the Diocese 
of Penang said, “We are at the tip-
ping point! At 1 to 1.1°C of global 
warming, we are already in crisis; 
if we don’t believe it’s real, the 
United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change says that 
we may hit up to 4.8°C by the end 
of the century.” 

According to the Global Climate 
Risk Index of 2020, half a million 
people have died worldwide al-
ready because of 12,000 extreme 
weather events. 5°C to 6°C of 
warming would see mass extinc-
tions (70 per cent of land animals 
and 90 per cent of sea animals 
would disappear), loss of rainfor-
ests, reconfigurations of coastlines, 
and collapse of civilisations. 

Climate change is real!

PENANG: Fr Martin Arlando of the 
Church of the Divine Mercy (CDM) 
celebrated his ninth sacerdotal anni-
versary on the Feast of St John the 
Baptist.

A pictorial account of his journey 
and all he things he had done since 
coming to CDM was shown. 

There were many humorous mo-
ments recounted in the presentation 
at the end of the 9.00am Mass on 
Aug 27. The limited number of pa-
rishioners in attendance then prayed  
over him, which was followed by a 
cake cutting ceremony. 

The moment was especially 
memorable as Fr Martin’s father 
was also invited to join him, as his 
81st birthday was the next day. This 
was followed by a presentation of 
the first fruits of the harvest by the 
Ministry of the Friends of Creation 
(FoC) who had recently established 
the first rooftop garden in a church in 
Malaysia.

Video messages by the many sig-
nificant people in his life were then 

shown. Besides congratulatory mes-
sages from his family, there were 
clips from Archbishop Emeritus 
Tan Sri Murphy Pakiam (his former 
parish priest where he had been an 
altar server), Sr Sandra Seow from 
Spain. (She had studied with him in 
the seminary), Fr Johnson Fernandez 

from CDM Singapore, (where he 
had spent his final year as a semi-
narian) and his beloved companion 
Simba (his dog). 

A special poem was then read by 
Catherine Lee, written by her hus-
band Edmund, to congratulate Fr 
Martin on his special day.

Earlier, in the homily, Fr Martin 
began by explaining that the gospel 
showed the message of the foolish-
ness of the Cross and the Power of 
God. He quoted 1 Corinthians 1:18 
“For the word of the cross is foolish-
ness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved, it is the 
power of God.” He said that even 
when John the Baptist was in prison 
and appeared to be abandoned by 
God, facing an unheroic end, he did 
not give up his faith in God. As a 
friend (Church) of the bridegroom 
(Christ), he surrendered his human 
heart and laid down his life. His love 
for God made this possible. This is 
the call to us to fight and overcome 
our fear and to trust in God. In the 
course of our lives, we may have to 
journey through darkness, misery 
and despair, and may even lose faith. 
Can we adopt a strong resolve to 
conquer our fears and do something 
for God amid the distractions and our 
own shortcomings? 

Fr Martin remarked that when he 

was going to be ordained as a priest, 
he was advised to choose the feast-
day of a saint. Someone to serve as 
his role model. He didn’t know why 
he had chosen this particular feast-
day. But with having being able to 
establish CDM as a church with the 
Holy Door and been able to organise 
the international conference of Di-
vine Mercy (AACOM), he felt bless-
ed to be able to have done something 
new with the help of many others. 
John the Baptist was a man of joy 
and humility who had always advo-
cated that he must decrease and God 
must increase. 

In following his example amid the 
contradictions of this age and point-
ing to the path of a new creation of 
living, Fr Martin said that he had 
tried his best while holding on to his 
ordination motto of Phillipians 4:13 
“I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.” In doing so, he 
would bring about the best in him ... 
to be Jesus to others. Can we be this 
to others too? — By Dr Ivan Filmer

Fr Martin Arlando celebrates his ninth sacerdotal anniversary

 Fr Martin Arlando with his father.

Zooming in on stewardship of the earth. (Catholic News SG/Caritas Singapore)

SINGAPORE: Joseph Teo, Sin-
gapore’s Chief Negotiator for 
Climate Change, Ministry of Sus-
tainability and the Environment, 
addressed the local environmental 
concerns of higher daily tempera-
tures, changes in rainfall patterns 
and rising sea levels (up to one me-
tre by the end of the century). 

Teo emphasised that “Singa-
pore’s commitment is unwavering 
towards supporting sustainable 
development; it has been a corner-
stone. We acknowledge that pursu-
ing both economic development 
and sustainability is not contradic-
tory, but can be complementary.” 

He shared that in 2013, the Cen-
tre for Climate Research Singapore 
was set up to advance the scien-
tific understanding and prediction 
of weather and climate, focussing 
on Singapore and South-east Asia. 
The nation is working towards 100 

per cent green waterworks, plant-
ing one million trees in Housing 
and Development Board (HDB) 
estates, and installing solar pan-
els on 70 per cent of HDB blocks. 
Having closed the water loop with 
NEWater, it is looking at how to 
turn incinerated bottom ash from 
trash into NEWS and to make 
roads, and how to produce NE-
WOil from plastic waste. 

Sharing on the effects of energy 
consumption on the environment, 
Dr Tuti Mariana Lim from the Nan-
yang Technological University’s 
School of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering said, “The use of fos-
sil fuels entails environmental deg-
radation such as pollution, ozone 
depletion in the stratosphere and 
global warming; the correspond-
ing climate change caused poses 
a serious risk to human health and 
the ecosystem.” Although fossil 

fuels are projected to continue to 
dominate the market over the next 
20 years due to increase in eco-
nomic activities, Dr Tuti noted that 
there were alternative renewable 
energy sources that could be used 
to generate electricity i.e. biomass, 
solar, geothermal, wind and water. 
She said, “wind and solar are now 
most competitive due to technol-
ogy breakthroughs and favourable 
government policy.” 

Participants enjoyed the Round-
table very much. One participant 
shared that the breakout sessions in 
particular “allowed me to see how 
I could play a part in being greener 
on a personal level. The facts and 
figures presented were good but 
being able to ‘force’ myself to think 
how I could contribute, and to learn 
from others on how to start, was 
very useful.” Another participant 
observed, “The need to address the 

causes of global warming and se-
vere climate events destructive to 
our environment and lives is urgent 
and immediate. We clearly need to 
act decisively and quickly at our 
personal level, and “at the commu-
nity, country and global level.” 

Caritas Singapore’s Executive 
Director, Christine Wong, shared, 
“We have learnt a lot and hope to 
engage more people on climate 
change in the future.” 

Our care for creation journey 
continues. Caritas Singapore hopes 
to build a community to lead Cath-
olics in action on climate change 
through raising awareness, works 
of hands, and roadshows. Find 
out more about Caritas’ Heal Our 
Home journey: https://www. cari-
tas-singapore.org/heal-our-home/. 
Email: healourhome@ caritas-
singapore.org. — By Caritas Sin-
gapore, Catholic News Singapore

Singapore’s steps towards stewardship
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Chinese mega-dams drying up the 
Mekong, stifling the Laotian economy
VIENTIANE: Hydroelectric dam 
building in China and Laos is in-
creasingly damaging the Mekong 
River, which is the world’s most im-
portant freshwater fishery.

Last year, Thailand, Cambo-
dia, Myanmar and Vietnam went 
through the worst drought of the last 
40 years, and the situation this year 
looks set to get worse.

Given this situation, it is abun-
dantly clear that China is the main 
culprit. On the one hand, Beijing 
continues to exploit the river beyond 
its capacities; on the other, it uses the 
debt trap to keep the region’s coun-
tries on a leash, especially Laos.

Chainarong Setthatchua, a pro-
fessor of sociology and anthropol-
ogy at Maha Sarakham University 
(northeastern Thailand) and an ex-
pert on the Mekong, points out that 
dams are the reflection of Beijing’s 
“ideological choice”.

For Toshiro Nishizawa, a Japa-
nese professor who has advised the 
Laos government on fiscal stability, 
“Economically, Laos is going to de-
pend more on China and this is in-

evitable”.
In the past, the United Nations 

had warned that Chinese mega-
projects associated with the Belt 
and Road Initiative (the “new Silk 
Road”) and related concessions had 
generated few jobs and lots of debts, 
as well as favouring local elites at 
the expense of the general popula-
tion and weaker groups.

One example is the recent deci-

sion by the Laotian government to 
cede majority control of its electric 
grid to a Chinese company as it 
struggles to stave off a potential debt 
default.

Critics accuse Beijing of using 
“debt trap diplomacy” to pursue its 
goals in energy development. This 
appears to have turned Laos (and its 
seven million people) into a “pseu-
do province” of China.

The partnership recently signed 
by state-owned Électricité du Laos 
(EdL) and the China Southern 
Power Grid Company gives the lat-
ter control over a large chunk of the 
country’s power grid.

Meanwhile, the gradual water 
loss in the Mekong has reached an 
alarming level, and threatens the 
river itself, which supports 60 mil-
lion people in Southeast Asia.

The smaller Mekong basin affects 
irrigation, rice production and fish-
eries, all vital to the region’s food 
security.

The latest drought has also dam-
aged habitats for turtles, reptiles and 
other critically endangered species. 

Analysts and experts have no 
doubts and point the finger at Bei-
jing, accused of systematically lying 
when it comes to dams.

The dams do not help the down-
stream populations to irrigate the 
land, instead they are only useful to 
China to generate energy.

Their widespread use reflects an 
ideological choice by an authoritar-
ian regimes, regardless of the con-
sequences of uncontrolled develop-
ment and modernisation.

At present, the Mekong is in dan-
ger and so are its fish, vegetation, 
fishermen and the farmers who rely 
on the river for water.

Up to two million tonnes of fish 
are caught in the river every year, 
a record without equal anywhere 
else in the world. — AsiaNews                         
/Agencies

JAKARTA: Jakob Oetama, founder 
of the Kompas daily newspaper, and 
an iconic figure in Indonesian jour-
nalism, died today at the age of 88.

Affectionately known by his 
initials JO, since journalists in his 
newspaper sign their pieces with 
their initials, Oetama was in poor 
health in the past few weeks. He will 
be buried tomorrow in the Kalibata 
Heroes' Cemetery in South Jakarta.

With his partner Petrus Kanisius 
Ojong, an ethnic Han Chinese busi-
nessman, and thanks to the support 
of the then Plantation Minister Frans 
Seda, Oetama published the first is-
sue of Kompas on June 28, 1965.

Over the years, Kompas has be-
come Indonesia’s most important 
and influential newspaper. It was 
first suggested by General Ahmad 

Yani, commander of the Indonesian 
army at the time, who urged Minis-
ter Seda to find “good and Catholic” 
professional journalists to set up an 
independent and impartial newspa-
per.

The goal was to address the grow-
ing influence of the Indonesian 
Communist Party, linked to Su-
karno, the country's first president. 
From the start, the paper received 
the support of the local Catholic 
Church, which also financed its ac-
tivities.

Before publishing Kompas, 
Oetama was editor in chief of the 
Catholic weekly Penabur; together 
with Oyong, he also published the 
Intisari magazine.

Born in a village near the larg-
est Buddhist temple in the world 

in Borobudur, Magelang Regency 
(Central Java), he attended a semi-
nary in his youth.

After completing his studies at 
Mertoyudan Minor Seminary, he 
graduated from Gadjah Mada Uni-
versity in Yogyakarta, and taught 
high school for a while.

At the time of the Kompas launch, 
Oetama managed to recruit the best 
journalists, picking them from vari-
ous ethnic backgrounds to promote 
the country’s cultural, social and re-
ligious pluralism, without giving in 
to the interests of any one political 
group.

The publication owes its success 
to its editorial neutrality. Twice, in 
1965 with Sukarno, and in 1978 
with Suharto, the paper was unable 
to publish because its position was 

disliked by the authorities.
In an exclusive interview with 

AsiaNews, Cardinal Ignatius Suhar-
yo Hardjoatmodjo, Archbishop of 
Jakarta and president of the Catho-
lic Bishops' Conference of Indone-
sia, remembers Oetama as a man of 
“good virtues, and he had many.”

His name, the cardinal explained, 
refers to a personal vocation to per-
fection, which is a fundamental 
character for reaching the fullness 
of the Christian faith. “Oetama pur-
sued the same ‘fullness’ of a good 
Christian through journalism and 
his newspaper,” he added.

According to Jakarta’s archbish-
op, thanks to Oetama, Kompas has 
become the “people’s conscience,” 
living up to its motto. — By                
Mathias Hariyadi, AsiaNews

Jakob Oetama, founder of the Kompas newspaper, has died

Chinese dam construction, which is damaging the river, is an “ideological choice” typical of a totalitarian regime 
that is stifling a neighbour.

Jakob Oetama

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s Religious 
Affairs Ministry will soon launch a 
certified programme for thousands 
of preachers in the predominantly 
Muslim country to improve their 
national insights, according to an 
official.

Kamaruddin Amin, the minis-
try’s director general of Islamic ed-
ucation, said in a statement on Sept 
7 that the program will be launched 
by the end of this month and will 
target 8,200 preachers from all six 
recognised religions — Islam, Bud-
dhism, Confucianism, Catholicism, 
Protestantism and Hinduism — for 
the first batch this year.

The programme will involve re-
ligious organisations including the 
Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) 
and government institutions in-
cluding the Agency for Pancasila 
Ideology Education (BPIP) and the 
National Counterterrorism Agency.

Pancasila, or five principles, re-
fers to the national ideology that 

stipulates belief in one God, a just 
and civilised society, a united In-
donesia, democracy guided by 
consensus, and social justice for all 
citizens. 

Amin, however, said the pro-
gramme will not be binding.

“A certified programme for 
preachers aims to improve preach-
ers’ capacities. They will be given 
certificates after completing the 
programme. Also, professional cer-
tification is given to lecturers and 
teachers, who are paid in accord-
ance with the existing standard af-
ter being certified,” he said.

“It does not mean that those 
who do not have certificates can-
not preach or that those who have 
certificates can preach,” he added, 
calling the programme “an affirma-
tion.”

Fr Antonius Benny Susetyo, an 
expert at the BPIP, acknowledged 

that Indonesia — a country with 
diverse religions — must provide 
preachers with insights on plurality 
and diversity.

“Religious leaders in Indonesia 
must deliver sermons containing 
the values of Pancasila and inter-
religious harmony,” said the priest, 
former executive secretary of the 
Commission for Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs at the Indone-
sian Bishops’ Conference.

“Certification is not an issue. The 
most important thing is that reli-
gious leaders have the responsibil-
ity to maintain national insights: 
their commitment to maintaining 
unity. This must become ‘a habitus’ 
among religious leaders in Indone-
sia,” he said.

Fr Susetyo claimed the planned 
certified programme for preachers 
has no connection to the govern-
ment’s fight against radicalism.

“We must see it in the context of 
maintaining nationality. There must 
be universal religious values that 
we can agree with,” he said.

Meanwhile, Abidin Wakano, a 
Muslim preacher and an adviser 
to the MUI Maluku chapter, sug-
gested that the program should be 
carried out continually.

“Never focus merely on certifica-
tion. An ongoing program is what 
matters,” he said.

He believes that the programme 
will be more effective “if it also in-
volves the state Islamic universities 
and colleges and the Islamic board-
ing schools because they have good 
comprehensive study methods.”

“Real certification is not about a 
piece of paper but a transformation 
of knowledge. And it can be done 
through education and training pro-
grams,” Wakano said. — ucanews.
com

Indonesia to launch certified programme for preachers

Kamaruddin Amin, director-general 
of Islamic education at the Religious 
Affairs Ministry. (UCA News photo/
kemenag.go.id)
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ABU DHABI: After months of on-
line Masses, closed churches and 
a low-key communal life in order 
to contain the spread of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Catholics in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) have 
started celebrating Confirmations 
and First Communions.

Two weeks ago, in Abu Dhabi, 
80 children received Communion 
for the first time in a ceremony 
held at St Joseph’s Cathedral. Last 
month, the bishop confirmed 248 
young people in four separate ser-
vices.

The feelings of celebration and 
joy in the community were not 
hampered by the restrictions (sim-
ple ceremonies, limited attendance, 
strict health rules) imposed because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Uncertainties, fears, anxiety 
for the future and for the health of 
loved ones gave way to the hap-
piness of a community (pictured) 

that has embraced in spirit, if not in 
body, its younger members.

After months of closures and 
online services, UAE authorities re-
cently began easing restrictions, al-
lowing churches to perform the sac-
raments in person. In Abu Dhabi, 
250 young people were confirmed.

Safety was maintained during 
Masses and no case of contagion 
was reported. Now the local Catho-
lic Church is preparing the First 
Communion of 341 children in cer-
emonies to be held from now until 
early October.

At the organisational helm are 
Bishop Paul Hinder, Apostolic 
Vicar of Southern Arabia; Fr John-
son Kadukanmakal, pastor at St 
Joseph’s Cathedral; and Sr Shelja 
Poopady, of the Carmelites of Saint 
Teresa.

“When we heard that we could 
celebrate Confirmations and Com-
munions, I felt one of the great-

est joys I ever had,” said the nun, 
whose pastoral mission includes 
teaching children.

“It was not an easy task to prepare 
everything during the lockdown 
and pandemic,” she explained. “I 
am grateful to the Lord for granting 
us the possibility of celebrating the 
sacraments.”

Because of social distancing, 
Confirmation Masses took place 
over two weeks on Thursdays and 
Saturdays in August, with 248 can-
didates divided into four different 
groups.

Only the parents were allowed to 
attend the church service, and the 
parish council picked the two god-
parents for each candidate.

In thanking the parents and fami-
lies, Sr Shelja expressed her admi-
ration for them “because they en-
trusted their children to the Church, 
knowing that we would take care of 
them”. — AsiaNews

Pandemic does not stop Catholics 
from holding Confirmations and 
First Communions

HO CHI MINH: One archdiocese 
and four dioceses in southern Viet-
nam have resumed normal religious 
services six weeks after a massive 
surge in COVID-19 cases.

Fr Peter Kieu Cong Tung, chan-
cellor of Ho Chi Minh City Archdio-
cese, said the spread of COVID-19 
has been limited some 40 days after a 
sudden increase in cases in Da Nang 
city.

Fr Tung said there have been no 
new community infections in Ho Chi 
Minh City, thanks to strong measures 
implemented effectively.

Vietnam’s most active archdio-
cese, with 889 priests, had suspended 
all its religious services since July 31.

Fr Tung called on Catholics “to 
share the good news with the local 
community and thank God for spir-
itual experiences and messages they 
received from the deadly pandemic.”

He asked local priests and Catho-
lic communities to resume all pasto-
ral activities and liturgical services as 
per usual from the evening of Sept 7.

He warned that they should al-
ways be “vigilant and ready” to deal 
with COVID-19 by strictly obeying 

precautionary measures advised by 
health officials.

The priest called on Catholics to 
continue making daily sacrifices and 
good deeds and to pray for the world 
to escape the coronavirus crisis soon.

Anna Nguyen Thi Nhuan from 
Tong Viet Buong Parish said she is 
happy to attend daily Masses and re-
ceive the Eucharist in church. In the 
past, she followed online Masses.

The mother of six said it is good 
for local Catholics to resume reli-
gious activities — children take cat-
echism classes while adults receive 
sacraments.

She said many people, especially 
children, would ignore church activi-
ties and religious life if the social dis-
tancing lasted much longer.

Bishop Joseph Dang Duc Ngan of 
Da Nang allowed religious activities 
in Quang Nam province to return to 
normal on Sept 6 after local authori-
ties relaxed social distancing meas-
ures.

Da Nang city, which is the coun-
try’s epicentre of the pandemic, still 
bans all public gatherings and reli-
gious services.

Nha Trang Diocese in central Viet-
nam has reopened daily services and 
gatherings with many people since 
Sept 5 after the local government al-
lowed religious activities, wedding 
parties, bars, discotheques, massage 
parlours, karaoke bars and other pub-

lic services to reopen.
The dioceses of Ba Ria and Xuan 

Loc earlier returned to normal life.
The archdioceses of Hanoi and 

Hue, and four dioceses of Ban Me 
Thuot, Can Tho, Da Lat, Hung Hoa 
and Phu Cuong, are continuing to 

suspend all religious activities with 
high attendances as a way to stem 
the deadly pandemic.

As of Sept 8, the Southeast Asian 
country had reported 1,054 COV-
ID-19 cases including 35 deaths. — 
ucanews.com

Daily services back to 
normal in southern Vietnam

About 248 young people were confirmed in four separate ceremonies in the United Arab Emirates. (AsiaNews photo)

MINSK: A Mass broadcast to Catho-
lics across Belarus has disappeared 
from the airwaves amid political up-
heaval following a disputed presiden-
tial election.

The Sunday morning Mass was 
broadcast from the Cathedral of the 
Holy Name of Mary in the capital, 
Minsk, by the largest nationwide radio 
channel in Belarus.

Fr Anthony Klimantovich, the ca-
thedral rector, said that the Mass did 
not appear on the radio schedule for 
September, the website of the Catholic 
Church in Belarus reported Sept 9.

“Why is there no Mass on the radio? 
This is definitely not our fault and not 
for technical reasons,” he said.

“Holy Mass is still celebrated in the 
cathedral at 8.15 a.m. every Sunday, 
the equipment is working properly and 
the signal goes, but there is no broad-
cast.”

The website urged Catholics to con-
tact the radio channel to seek an ex-
planation for the disappearance of the 
Mass. It noted that Catholics across the 
country, especially the elderly and sick, 
had benefited from the service.

In a Sept 1 interview with the 
Catholic Church’s website, Bishop 

Yuri Kasabutsky, an auxiliary bishop 
of Minsk-Mogilev archdiocese, said 
that the sudden cessation of the broad-
casts showed that the authorities were 
attempting to “put pressure” on the 
Catholic Church.

The day before, Aug 31, Archbishop 
Tadeusz Kondrusiewicz of Minsk-Mo-
hilev was turned back by border guards 
when he attempted to return to Belarus 
following a trip to Poland.

Kondrusiewicz, a Belarusian citizen 
and president of the Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in Belarus, was given 
no explanation for the decision.

The archbishop had spoken out in 
defense of protesters following the 
Aug. 9 election, in which the incum-
bent Alexander Lukashenko claimed 
victory with 80 per cent of the vote.

Electoral officials said that the oppo-
sition candidate, Sviatlana Tsikhanous-
kaya, earned 10 per cent of the vote. 
She was detained for several hours 
after complaining to the electoral com-
mittee, and has fled to Lithuania.

Police arrested thousands of dem-
onstrators who took to the streets de-
manding a recount. Despite a severe 
crackdown, protests have continued 
across the country. — CNA

Catholic Mass is taken off the 
airwaves in Belarus

Catholics attend the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Sept 8 at Hanoi Church in Ho Chi Minh City. 
(UCA News photo/tgpsaigon.net)

Protests in Minsk on August 19, 2020. (NCR photo/Bordovski Yauheni via 
Shutterstock)
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The days of the mighty Mekong 
are numbered
BANGKOK: Water levels along Thailand’s 
stretches of the Mekong River have plummet-
ed to alarming lows, causing renewed hard-
ships to fishermen and farmers living along-
side the storied waterway.

In northeastern Nakhon Phanom province, 
which borders Laos, water in the river stands 
at a mere five metres, which is eight metres 
below the spillover level of 13 metres, local of-
ficials have reported.

The low level in the river, which is a vital 
source of water for tens of millions of people in 
several countries, is especially disconcerting as 
it comes during the rainy season. At the same 
time, four main local tributaries of the Mekong 
in the predominantly rural province have also 
seen their water levels plummet to between a 
fifth and less than a third of their usual capaci-
ties at this time of year.

Thailand is hardly alone in its predicament. 
The scarcity of water in the Mekong is causing 
an ecological disaster in several other South-
east Asian nations and it is no mystery what 
is behind it: China’s hoarding of water for the 
reservoirs of its hydroelectric dams upstream.

The Communist government in Beijing fre-
quently pays lip service to the need for sustain-
able development according to socialist princi-
ples, as is its wont.

Yet Beijing has been doing the exact oppo-
site of sustainability with the Mekong, which 
it clearly sees as its own property to trifle with, 
and other countries be damned. By building a 
cascade of large dams upriver in recent years, 
China has been dealing a death blow to the 
Mekong downstream.

Environmental experts have been warning 
for years that the days of the Mighty Mekong 
are numbered because Chinese energy policies 
have failed to take into account the ecological 
costs of rampant dam building on the upper 

reaches of the river.
David Stilwell, the United States’ assistant 

secretary of state for East Asia and the Pacific, 
has recently gone so far as to dispense with 
diplomatic niceties and accuse China of sub-
verting the Mekong “for its own profit” and 
doing so “at great cost to downstream nations” 
in Southeast Asia: Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, 
Cambodia and Vietnam.

However, some of these nations themselves 
have contributed to the parlous state of the riv-
er. Laos, for one, has built large dams of its own 
with investments from China and Thailand and 
the country is planning even more dams.

Just like its Chinese counterpart, the Com-
munist party in Vientiane has been engaged 
in a dam-building bonanza with zero environ-
mental oversight and little public consultation. 
Vientiane is keen on turning the impoverished, 
landlocked nation into the “battery of South-
east Asia” through a series of hydroelectric 
dams, even if those dams come at grave eco-
nomic and environmental costs to long-suffer-
ing Laotian farmers themselves.

Meanwhile, other Southeast Asian nations, 
which all depend to varying degrees on Chi-
nese investments to power their economies, 
can do little beyond voicing concerns now and 
again. As Beijing has been economically colo-
nising the region, it is wielding great political 
clout over local governments, many of which 
are happy to sell out to China.

Predictably enough, Beijing has shrugged 
off criticisms about its role in destroying the 
Mekong, blaming the chronically low levels of 
water in the river on climate change and pro-
longed droughts.

However, that argument does not wash. 
Droughts alone do not account for constant 
water shortages along the river, experts have 
stressed.

For the second year in a row, the Lower 
Mekong Basin has seen water levels drop to 
record lows. Irrigation, rice production and 
fisheries have all been badly affected, posing 
a threat to the food security of tens of millions 
of people.

In addition, numerous aquatic species, from 
fish to turtles, have been badly impacted, espe-
cially in places such as Cambodia’s vital Tonle 
Sap, which depends on the Mekong for much 
of its water.

The Mekong Basin is “the world’s most 
productive freshwater fishery, accounting for 
over 15 per cent of global annual freshwater 
fish catch,” explain four environmentalists in 
a recent article. “Meanwhile, [the World Wide 
Fund for Nature’s researchers] estimate that 
the contribution actually accounts for a quarter 
of the world’s freshwater catch.”

Clearly Beijing couldn’t care less. China’s 
disregard of environmental factors along the 

Mekong, while hoarding water in reservoirs in 
the name of controlling flood waters upstream, 
has been an unmitigated disaster.

Beijing’s “efforts to restrict the [river’s 
natural] pulse in the name of ‘flood control’ 
threaten the livelihoods of tens of millions of 
farmers and fishers downstream,” the experts 
note. “The only beneficiaries of such restric-
tions are dam operators and electricity markets 
upstream in China.”

Needless to say, Beijing must be pleased 
with just such a state of affairs. The only thing 
China’s venal and repressive government is 
ever concerned about is its own self-interest. 
If the mandarins in Beijing do not care about 
their country’s own citizens, why should they 
care about the citizens of foreign countries?

Sadly, one of the world’s greatest rivers is 
now disappearing before our eyes because 
of this benighted attitude. — By Benjamin   
Freeman, ucanews.com

Climate change and dams have resulted in unpredictable wet and dry seasons and upset fish 
spawning patterns on the Mekong River. (UCA News photo)

Laos on thin ice as China takes control of electricity grid
For almost a decade, Laos has been warned that 
its extravagant spending spree on infrastructure 
carried enormous financial risks that threatened 
to undermine its sovereignty and efforts to raise 
living standards among the poor.

Those warnings fell on deaf ears as Vienti-
ane — hell-bent on becoming the “Battery of 
Asia” — borrowed heavily and built hydro-
power dams to sell electricity to neighbouring 
countries, plus highways, bridges and railways.

It was an unrealistic wish list.
Like many countries in the region, Laos has 

felt the full economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Remittances from foreign workers 
have evaporated alongside tourism income and 
exports from its state-run factories.

The upshot is that this tiny landlocked coun-
try is facing a sovereign default as its foreign 
reserves slump below US$1 billion, with China 
taking control of an electricity grid once touted 
as a key to future prosperity but in reality just 
another debt trap.

It has been an exercise in economic stupidity, 
with its dams contributing heavily to the dismal 
plight of the Mekong River, which is suffering 
a second year of drought that is threatening the 
livelihoods of 70 million people who live hand 
to mouth in downstream countries.

According to the Financial Times, Laos’ an-
nual debt payments will be more than $1 bil-
lion a year until the end of 2024, while its cur-
rent reserves stand at just $864 million.

The World Bank said in June that Laos’ debt 
levels would reach up to 68 per cent of gross 
domestic product in 2020, up from 59 per cent 
last year. Total GDP is less than $18 billion, and 

most of its borrowings are coming from China 
with state assets serving as collateral.

According to China’s state-run news service 
Xinhua, Chinese investment in power, trans-
port and other projects already tops $10 billion.

As a result, Moody’s Investors Service has 
downgraded Laos’ rating from B3 to Caa2, 
which puts its debt quality firmly amid the 
ranks of “junk” with a negative outlook. Fitch 
Ratings has also downgraded Laos’ ability to 
repay debt and changed its outlook to negative.

Laos also consistently ranks near the bottom 
of the heap on Transparency International’s in-
dex on perceptions of corruption. Its accounts 
are opaque and, as with one-party states the 
world over, are not fully trusted.

The last Asian country to default on its sov-
ereign debt was Myanmar in 2002. Thailand 
also did so as the Asian financial crisis erupted 
in 1997. The prospect of Laos being forced to 
suspend repayments and go cap in hand to the 
International Monetary Fund and ask for help 
is real and embarrassing.

That probable ignominy follows reports that 
a deal has been reached between state-owned 
Electricite du Laos and China Southern Power 
Grid Co, with Laos ready to cede majority con-
trol of its electricity grid.

Details of the deal are scant but the Chinese 
embassy in Laos reportedly said on its website 
that Laos could gradually repurchase shares, 
assuming returns from operations are suffi-
cient.

China has earned itself a notorious reputation 
for laying debt traps in cash-strapped countries 
from Africa to Sri Lanka to the Pacific and now 

— it would appear — Laos. It has a habit of 
lending too much, then seizing control of as-
sets when a nation fails to repay. Its economic 
colonialism makes American imperialism look 
benign.

And at the heart of the problem remain inept 
politicians and unsubstantiated allegations of 
big kickbacks from huge projects. A 10 percent 
cut from a dam worth more than $3 billion is a 
substantial reward for signing off on a project 
sold to the public as in their interests.

China is thin-skinned and whinges loudly 
when criticised by outsiders. It insists that its 
motives should not be questioned and criti-
cism from within is met with the full force of 

a state apparatus designed to shut people up, 
enabling a Communist hierarchy and a coterie 
of wealthy elites to do as they please.

It’s a dreadful combination that should serve 
as a warning for other small, less developed 
countries like Timor-Leste with ambitions of 
borrowing and spending their way into higher 
standards of living.

The bishop of Vientiane once remarked that 
the Laos Church is poor but beloved by Pope 
Francis. It’s a comforting notion that will be 
sorely tested in the coming years when millions 
of struggling Laotians will be forced to make 
good on the promises of a few and repay their 
debt. — By Luke Hunt, ucanews.com
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Today the temptation into which some commentators 
and analysts risk falling is to imagine a pope who 

builds a roadmap of institutional reforms, elaborated with 
a planning, functionalistic and organisational spirit. As 
against the temptation to project the contents of this map 
on the progress of the pontificate, and finally to judge it 
in the light of these criteria, Francis has, in his discern-
ment, the key to the development and drive – currently 
very strong – of his Petrine ministry.

There is no abstract plan of reform to apply to reality. 
Therefore, “the Apostles do not prepare a strategy; when 
they were closed in there, in the Upper Room, they did 
not make the strategy, no, they did not prepare a pastoral 
plan.” It is not at this level that one finds the yardstick 
for the dynamism of the pontificate. Instead, there is a 
spiritual dialectic that observes and listens, not only to the 
thoughts and proposals for the Church’s journey, but also 
to what spirit (good or bad) they come from, beyond their 
very validity in and for themselves.

We understand, therefore, that the risk of bending the 
will to reform to “spiritual worldliness” must be avoided. 
We give in to this worldliness every time we do good, and 
yet we do it to achieve our goals, our ideas of the Church 
as it should be, not inspired by the discernment of faith 
in Jesus.

Worldly logic remains the last and deepest temptation 
– even of a structural nature – against which there is a 
need to struggle ceaselessly in the Church. In his homily 
at the Pentecost Mass in 2020, Francis declared it openly: 
“The worldly gaze sees structures to be made more effi-
cient; the spiritual gaze sees brothers and sisters begging 
for mercy.” It is precisely this gaze that knows how to 
see in the Church a “field hospital,” an effective image of 
its true structure. “I see clearly,” the Pope told La Civiltà 
Cattolica in his first interview in 2013, “that the thing the 
Church needs most today is the ability to heal wounds and 
warm the hearts of the faithful, the closeness, the near-
ness. I see the Church as a field hospital after a battle. It is 
useless to ask a seriously wounded person if he has high 
cholesterol and high sugar levels! His wounds must be 
treated. Then we can talk about everything else. Heal the 
wounds, heal the wounds…” — By Fr Antonio Spadaro, 
La Civiltà Catolica

Worldly gaze and 
Spiritual gaze
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Pope Francis’ efforts at reforming 
the Church are mediated through 
the lens of the Pope’s Jesuit forma-

tion. Fr Antonio Spadaro looks back to 
the Council of Trent and the instructions 
Ignatius of Loyola gave to the Jesuit at-
tendees at the council. “The interesting 
thing is that [Ignatius] did not go into doc-
trinal and theological questions at all,” 
Spadaro writes. “He was more concerned 
with the testimony of life that the Jesuits 
were to give. This already gives an initial 
indication of how Ignatius understood the 
reform of the Church, and in a context as 
singular and important as that of a Gen-
eral Council. For him, it was primarily a 
matter of reforming people from within.”

Francis resists any effort to alienate 
spiritual reform from pastoral or struc-
tural reforms; the conversion of all three 
must go hand-in-hand. This necessitates a 
further consideration from Spadaro: “So 
aiming at conversion is not an ineffec-
tive spiritually pious project, but an act of 
radical government.”

I wonder how much of the criticism of 
Francis comes down to resistance to this 
radical quality. Advocates on both the 
left and the right know what they want 

and have convinced themselves that they 
know what is best for the Church. The 
only thing lacking in the achievement of 
their vision is the power to effect it. But 
Pope Francis does not want to replace 
conservative rules and ideas with lib-
eral ones. He wants to convert the whole 
Church away from such ideological bina-
ries.

You see this, according to Spadaro, in 
the emphasis Pope Francis puts on emp-
tying of self as a prerequisite to authentic 
conversion:

For Francis the reform is rooted in 
this emptiness of self, which he rec-
ognises in one of the New Testament 
passages he loves most and quotes 
often: Philippians 2:6-11. There is 
the true reform. If it were not so, if it 
were only an idea, an ideal project, 
the fruit of one’s own desires, even 

good ones, it would become yet an-
other ideology of change.
The phrase has all the poignancy that 

accuracy alone confers: “yet another ide-
ology of change.”

Pope Francis, then, as Spadaro writes, 
sees “that discernment itself is the sys-
tematic structure of reform” and from 
which alteration in the institution takes 
place. While it is true, as Francis wrote 
in Evangelii Gaudium, No 111, that the 
Church is “a pilgrim and evangelising 
people, always transcending every insti-
tutional expression, however necessary,” 
and that it is the Holy Spirit Who creates 
the institution, it is also true, as Spadaro 
writes, that “Spirit and institution for 
Francis never deny each other.”

We all make references to “the institu-
tional Church.” We should stop doing so. 
It is the beginning of Gnosticism.

Francis is a discerning Pope, 
without a pre-set programme
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Spadaro states that Pope Francis has 
no “agenda” in the usual sense of the 

word. Instead, he wants to discern those 
moments when an authentic self-empty-
ing permits a genuine encounter. Pointing 
to the Holy Father’s 2018 letter to the bish-
ops of Chile, in which the Pope admitted 
he had erred gravely in assessing the situa-
tion, Spadaro writes: “Pre-packaged ideas 
are of no use and information may not 
be balanced and truthful: only encounter 
and immersion allow wise government.” 
And, he adds, “above all, there is no dis-
cernment regarding ideas, even ideas of 
reform, but on the real, on stories, on the 
concrete history of the Church, because 
reality is always superior to the idea.”

In a note sent to Civiltà to clarify how all 
this applies to the Pope’s commitment to 
synodality, Pope Francis writes that when 
discernment is not properly engaged, the 
result is:

an atmosphere that ends up distort-
ing, reducing and dividing the synod 
hall into dialectical and antagonistic 
positions that in no way help the mis-
sion of the Church. Because everyone 
entrenched in 'his truth' ends up be-
coming a prisoner of himself and his 
positions, projecting his own confu-
sions and dissatisfactions onto many 
situations. Thus, walking together 
becomes impossible.
In this same clarifying note to Civiltà, 

Francis explains precisely how this dy-
namic manifested itself at the synod on 
the Amazon:

There was a discussion … a rich 
discussion … a well-founded discus-
sion, but no discernment, which is 
something different from arriving at 
a good and justified consensus or 
relative majority. We must under-
stand that the Synod is more than a 
parliament; and in this specific case, 
it could not escape this dynamic. On 
this subject it has been a rich, produc-
tive and even necessary parliament; 
but no more than that. For me this 

was decisive in the final discernment, 
when I thought about how to shape 
the exhortation.

I have no reason to doubt this, and I am 
sure it was true of the twin synods on the 
family in 2014 and 2015, as well as the 
synod on the Amazon. But that raises a 
question: The Pope agreed to the recom-
mendations of the synods on the family 
on the highly contested issue of access to 
the sacraments for those who are divorced 
and remarried, but he balked at the Ama-
zon synod’s proposal for ordaining mar-
ried men. I wonder if the ongoing hostility 
to the Pope’s decisions in Amoris Laetitia, 
the post-synodal exhortation that followed 
the first two synods, altered the Pope’s 
perception of how to proceed? Put differ-
ently, did the hostility from the Pope’s op-
ponents — the refusal to embrace what the 
synods approved and he ratified — work?

The decision not to approve the Ama-
zon synod’s call for ordaining viri probati 
surely also involved considerations be-
yond those of discernment. The one that 
seems most obvious, but not mentioned 
here, is that a local synod should not make 
a decision that could affect the Universal 
Church.

One issue that Spadaro does not even 
mention is the role of women. The Ama-
zon synod called specifically for a recog-
nised ministry for women leading their 
communities. What is more, the Pope had 
to look out at the assembled members of 
the synod and wonder why there were 
so few women and why the few women 
who were there did not even have a vote. 
I recognise that, for a large section of the 
Church, the issue of women in ministry is 
even more neuralgic than Communion for 
the divorced and remarried, but the current 
state of affairs is inexplicable and inexcus-
able and there are concrete steps Pope 
Francis could take to ameliorate it.

An additional concern that the article 
does not address is that the Pope’s descrip-
tion of discernment sounds profound and 

poetic but lacking in concreteness. The late 
New York Gov Mario Cuomo famously 
observed, “You campaign in poetry; you 
govern in prose.” There are enormous dif-
ferences, of course, between governing in 
the Empire State and governing the Curia 
Romana, but I am willing to bet the simi-
larities are somewhat frightening as well. 
It is not that I imagine the Pope is naive. 
In years of talking to those who collabo-
rate with him closely, naivete is a word I 
have never heard. At age 83, however, you 
have to ask if the kind of conversion(s) he 
is seeking is (are) possible?

Spadaro’s insights into the specifically 
Jesuit influences that guide the Pope are 
fascinating. But Francis, and his commit-
ment to synodality, was also shaped by 
his tenure as Archbishop of Buenos Aires 
and, specifically, with CELAM, the Latin 
American Bishops’ Conference, which 
has been the locus and the focus of the 
most fecund post-conciliar developments 
in theology. CELAM is the prototype of 
synodality for the Universal Church, so its 
influence on Francis’ thoughts in this area 
are worthy of sustained analysis as well as 
this look at the Jesuit influences.

At the core of Spadaro’s article is a Pope 
who understands that the Petrine ministry 
is fundamentally about unity, that the only 
unity available to the Church is one cre-
ated by the gift of the Holy Spirit, and that 
all the plans in the world are no substi-
tute for discerning the Spirit’s will for the 
Church.

What is less clear is if it is possible to 
govern the Church without some kind of 
programme. And, perhaps more difficult 
to answer is the question of how to over-
come the current sectarianism within the 
Church. These are all related to the dis-
cernment Pope Francis desires. This Pope 
of surprises may yet prove himself capa-
ble of leading the Church into the bold 
reforms the Second Vatican Council en-
visaged and that have only been partially 
achieved. — By Michael Sean Winters, 
NCR 

Jesuit Fr Antonio Spadaro published an essay in La Civiltà Cattolica on Sept 5 
examining the question “What kind of government does Francis exercise, and 
how do we interpret it in the light of these seven years?” As we await what will 
be the Holy Father’s second encyclical (not counting Lumen Fidei, which was 
largely written by Francis’ predecessor Pope Benedict XVI), and the promulga-
tion of the long-awaited apostolic constitution reforming the Vatican curia, the 
question could scarcely be more important.

Discussions and dialogues are not discernment

One of the proposals that was most heatedly debated, both 
inside and outside the Synod hall, was the possibility of 
ordaining married men into the priesthood to try to ad-
dress the shortage of priests in the Amazon region.

In the note published by Spadaro, Pope Francis writes 
that sometimes the “bad spirit” ends up “conditioning dis-
cernment, favouring ideological positions (on both sides), 
favouring exhausting conflicts between sectors and, what 
is worse, weakening the freedom of spirit so important for 
a synodal journey.”

When this happens, an atmosphere is created that ends 
up “distorting, reducing and dividing the synodal hall into 
dialectical and antagonistic positions that do not help in 
any way the mission of the Church,” the Pope explained. 
— By Ines San Martin, Crux

Discussions and 
Discernment



HERALD September 13, 2020 Focus 11

A sneak preview of the Pope’s upcoming 
encyclical on human fraternity

During a late summer press 
conference on upcoming cel-

ebrations to mark the 800th anni-
versary of the Rule of St Francis, 
an Italian bishop quite casually 
mentioned in passing that Pope 
Francis will “soon be issuing an 
encyclical on human fraternity”.

The bishop was Domenico 
Pompili. He heads the Diocese of 
Rieti, a suffragan see of Rome.

He gave no further clues or in-
formation about the alleged new 
encyclical when he made that 
brief comment on August 26.

But unless he had a lapsus and 
was actually referring to some 
other type of papal document, it’s 
likely that an encyclical dealing 
with human fraternity – even if 
that is not the name or principle 
theme – is imminent.

The 57-year-old Pompili is con-
sidered somewhat of a rising star 
in the Italian Church.

Francis appointed him to Rieti 
in 2015 while the Rome-educat-
ed moral theologian (Gregorian 
University) was serving as priest-
undersecretary of the Italian Bish-
ops’ Conference and head of its 
national office for social commu-
nications.

The Pope apparently keeps in 
regular contact with him, espe-
cially after a devastating earth-
quake struck Rieti in August 
2016. Francis visited the diocese 
several weeks after the quake and 
returned again last December. He 

and Pompili seem to have a good 
rapport.

Since the bishop dropped the 
news about the upcoming encycli-
cal, there has been lots of specula-
tion the last week or so about the 
actual date of its release and what 
it is likely to say.

Many commentators are betting 
on the October 4 feastday of Fran-
cis of Assisi, the saint whose name 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio adopted 
when he was elected Bishop of 
Rome in March 2013.

Whether that’s when the Pope 
signs the text or actually releases 
it to the public, the encyclical will 
be closely linked to the spirit and 
legacy of the world’s most belov-
ed saint. — By Robert Mickens, 
LCI (https:// international.la-
croix.com/)

Msgr Domenico Pompili

The past two Wednesdays, the 
Pope has spoken more specifi-

cally of “the universal destination 
of goods” (including fairer distri-
bution of wealth) and the principle 
of “solidarity”.

He linked the first issue to the 
virtue of hope and the second to the 
virtue of faith.

At the August 26th audience, he 
railed against economic and social 
inequality.

“We must say it simply: the 
economy is sick,” he lamented.

“In today’s world, a few wealthy 
people possesses more than all the 
rest of humanity,” he went on.

“I will repeat this,” he said, 
“so that it makes us think: a few 
wealthy people, a small group, 
possess more than all the rest of 
humanity. This is pure statistics. 

This is an injustice that cries out to 
heaven!”

Then, last week – his first audi-
ence before a large crowd of people 
since the COVID lockdown – Pope 
Francis said now, more than ever, 
is the time for enacting solidarity.

But he said it’s a concept that is 
often understood as merely mak-
ing sporadic acts of charity. No, he 
said, it is something much more.

Taking Catholic social teaching 
to a new level
“It presumes the creation of a new 
mindset which thinks in terms of 
community and the priority of the 
life of all over the appropriation of 
goods by a few,” he said, quoting 
his first major document, Evangelii 
Gaudium.

In fact, it is likely there will be 

a number of quotes from this 2013 
apostolic exhortation in his forth-
coming encyclical on human fra-
ternity. And there are sure to be 
many references to the 2015 en-
cyclical Laudato Si’, as well.

This is not to say that the encyc-
lical will be simply a re-statement, 
“highlights” or “the best of” these 
earlier documents. No, whatever 
comes next will build on the texts 
and other reflections which Fran-
cis, his aides and many others have 
produced on these issues the past 
several years.

Like any good teacher, Pope 
Francis knows it is important to 
keep returning in different and 
more probing ways to the subject 
matter. Expect the next encyclical 
to take the Church social teaching 
to a whole new level. 

“It will be a social and eco-
nomic encyclical for the 
post-COVID world, a text 

of reason and heart through which 
the pontiff will speak to the world 
about the necessary changes in so-
cial and productive organisation, 
the need to safe-guard creation, the 
need to take responsibility for one 
another and of the increasing need 
for human fraternity,” opined Ma-
ria Antonietta Calabrò in the Italian 
edition of the Huffington Post.

Indeed, Pope Francis has already 
begun spelling that out in a new se-
ries of teachings called To heal the 
world.

He started the series at the begin-
ning of August when he resumed 
his Wednesday general audiences 
following a month-long break.

“In the next few weeks…” he 
said on August 5. “We will explore 
together how our Catholic social 
tradition can help the human fam-
ily heal this world which that suf-
fers from serious illnesses.”

In the introductory instalment, 
Francis made it clear that the 
Church does not make decisions 
that are more proper to political 
and social leaders.

“Nevertheless, over the centu-
ries, and by the light of the Gospel, 
the Church has developed several 

social principles which are funda-
mental principles that can help us 
move forward in preparing the fu-
ture that we need,” he said, point-
ing to Catholic social doctrine.

We must take care of each other
The following Wednesday, the 
theme of the catechesis was “faith 
and human dignity”. The Pope be-
gan by noting that “the pandemic 
has highlighted how vulnerable 
and interconnected everyone is”.

“If we do not take care of one an-

other, starting with the least, with 
those who are most impacted, in-
cluding creation, we cannot heal 
the world,” he insisted.

Francis said it is a question of 
living in communion or “harmony” 
with one another, rather than living 
as “individualists” who are “indif-
ferent” to the needs of others.

“The harmony created by God 
asks that we look at others, the 
needs of others, the problems of 
others, in communion”, recognis-
ing “the human dignity in every 

person, whatever his or her race, 
language or condition might be”, 
the Pope continued.

“The pandemic has exposed the 
plight of the poor and the great in-
equality that reigns in the world,” 
he said, a week later at the August 
19 general audience, which was 
focused on the “preferential option 
for the poor”.

“This is not a political option; 
nor is it an ideological option, a 
party option… no. The preferential 
option for the poor is at the centre 

of the Gospel!” the Jesuit Pope ex-
claimed.
A vaccine cannot be the 
property of the rich
He then decried our current system 
of social and economic injustices 
that hurt the poor and the environ-
ment.

“The pandemic is a crisis, and 
we do not emerge from a crisis the 
same as before: either we come out 
of it better, or we come out of it 
worse,” Francis argued.

“It would be sad if, for the vac-
cine for COVID-19, priority were 
to be given to the richest! It would 
be sad if this vaccine were to be-
come the property of this nation or 
that, rather than universal and for 
all. And what a scandal it would be 
if all the economic assistance we 
are observing — most of it with 
public money — were to focus on 
rescuing those industries that do 
not contribute to the inclusion of 
the excluded, the promotion of the 
least, the common good or the care 
of creation,” he hammered on.

He reiterated forcefully that only 
those companies and businesses 
“that contribute to the inclusion of 
the excluded, to the promotion of 
the last, to the common good and 
the care of creation” should be giv-
en financial assistance. Period.

An injustice that cries out to heaven!

A Caritas employee is pictured in an undated photo standing in front of a destroyed home following an Aug 4, 2020, 
blast in Beirut's port area. (CNS photo/Stefanie Glinski for Catholic Relief Services)

Pope Francis greets a boy as he arrives to lead his general audience in the San Damaso courtyard at the Vatican Sept 
9, 2020. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Encyclical on human 
fraternity to be released



What kinds of things 
help induce mysticism 
in our lives? I was 

asked that question recently and 
this was my immediate, non-re-
flected, answer: whatever brings 
tears to your eyes in either genu-
ine sorrow or genuine joy; but 
that response was predicated on 
a lot of things.

What is mysticism? What 
makes for mystical experience?

In the popular mind, mysti-
cism is misunderstood, badly. 
We tend to identify mysticism 
with what’s extraordinary and 
paranormal, and see it as some-
thing for the spiritual elite. For 
most people, mysticism means 
spiritual visions and ecstatic ex-
periences which take you outside 
of normal consciousness. 

Mysticism can be that, some-
times, though normally, it has 
nothing to do with visions, al-
tered states of consciousness or 
states of ecstasy. Rather, it has to 
do with a searing clarity of mind 
and heart. Mystical experiences 
are experiences that cut through 
all the things that normally block 
us from touching our deepest 
selves, and they are rare because 
normally, our consciousness is 
cut off from our deep, true, vir-

ginal self by the influence of ego, 
wound, history, social pressure, 
ideology, false fear and all the 
various affectations we don and 
shed like clothing. Rarely are we  
in touch with our deepest centre, 
without filters, purely; but when 
we are, that’s what makes for a 
mystical experience.

Mysticism, as Ruth Burrows 
defines it, is being touched by 
God in a way that’s beyond 
words, imagination or feeling.  
God, as we know, is Oneness, 
Truth, Goodness and Beauty. 
So any time we are genuinely 
touched by oneness, truth, good-
ness or beauty, without anything 
distorting that, we’re having a 
mystical experience. What might 
that look like?

Ruth Burrows describes a 
mystical experience which radi-
cally changed her life when she 
was eighteen years old, a senior 
at a private high school for young 
women operated by an order of 
nuns, on a retreat preparing for 
graduation, and not very ma-
ture. She and one of her friends 
were not taking this retreat very 
seriously, passing notes to each 
other and pulling pranks during 
the conferences. At a point, their 
antics were disturbing enough 

that the nuns pulled them out 
of the group and had them sit in 
silence in a chapel, chaperoned 
by a teacher, whenever the rest 
of the class was at a conference. 
At first, Burrows confesses, they 
continued their joking around, 
but the hours were long and 
the silence eventually wore her 
down. Sitting alone, bored and 
irritated, a mystical experience 
graced her, uninvited and unex-
pected. And it came upon her not 
as a vision or an ecstasy, but as 
a moment of searing clarity. At 
a certain moment, sitting alone, 
she saw herself with absolute 
clarity for who she really was, 
in all her immaturity and in all 

her goodness. It changed her life. 
From then on she knew who she 
was – beyond ego, wound, im-
maturity, peer pressure, ideol-
ogy, and all affectation. In that 
moment, she knew her deepest 
self purely (and the only thing 
that was extraordinary was its 
extraordinary clarity).

So, what kinds of things might 
induce mystical experiences in 
our lives? The short answer: 
anything that takes you beyond 
your ego, your wounds, your af-
fectations, and the powerful so-
cial pressures within which you 
breathe, that is, anything that 
helps put you in touch with who 
you really are and makes you 
want to be a better person. And 
this can be many things. It might 
be a book you read; it might be 
the beauty of nature; it might be 
the sight of a newborn baby, a 
crying child, a wounded animal, 
or the face of someone suffer-
ing; or it might be what you feel 
deep down when you receive an 
expression of love, bless some-
one, express genuine contrition, 
or share helplessness. It can be 
many things.

Several years ago while teach-
ing a course, I assigned the stu-
dents a number of books to read, 

among them Christopher de 
Vinck’s, Only the Heart Knows 
How to Find them – Precious 
Memories for Faithless Time. 
This is a series of autobiographi-
cal essays within which de Vinck 
simply shares very warmly about 
his marriage, his children, and 
his home life. At the end of the 
semester, a young woman, with 
de Vinck’s book in her hand, said 
to me: “Father, this is the best 
book I’ve ever read. I’ve always 
fancied myself a very free, lib-
erated person and I’ve slept my 
way through several cities, but 
now I realise that what I want is 
what this man has. I want sex to 
take me home. I want a home. I 
want the marriage bed. I know 
now what I need!”

Reading Christopher de 
Vinck’s book had triggered a 
mystical experience inside her, 
not unlike the one described by 
Ruth Burrows. Reading the Sto-
ry of a Soul by Therese of Lisieux 
generally does that for me. 

So, here’s my counsel: seek 
out what does that for you. It 
doesn’t have to bring tears to 
your eyes, it just has to point 
you with searing clarity towards 
home! — By Fr Ron Rolheiser, 
all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Mystical experience and 
everyday people …
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The long-awaited “Directory for Cateche-
sis” from the Pontifical Council for Pro-

moting New Evangelisation arrives at a most 
timely moment as the universal church seeks 
a renewal of Christian faith in local churches 
struggling through a pandemic-ridden world. 
Two papal phrases frame the text — “The 
church exists to evangelize,” of St Paul VI and 
“I am a mission,” of Pope Francis.

In keeping with the genre of catechetical 
directories that followed the Second Vatican 
Council, this updated “Directory for Cat-
echesis” presents fundamental theological-
pastoral principles for the age-old ministry of 
catechesis while responding to current social 
conditions and cultural forces that shape the 
church’s communication of the living mystery 
of God today.

In a perfect synthesis of old and new ele-
ments, the directory confirms the close link 
between evangelization and catechesis that 
unites the church’s faithful witness to the Gos-
pel core, the kerygma, to ongoing formation 
and maturation of faith within a community 
of believers.

Witness to the kerygma in all catechetical 
activities is nothing less than the loving and 
joyful sharing of the good news of the saving 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus with the 
invitation to live a life transformed by faith in 
Jesus within the church.

As the introduction notes, catechesis ac-
companies a dynamic process of internaliza-
tion of the Gospel involving the whole person 
in his or her life experience, a spiritual action 
that is the original and necessary form of in-

culturation of the faith.
Addressed primarily to those engaged in 

catechetical ministry, namely bishops, pas-
tors, catechists, parents and teachers, the 
document invites the reader on a journey of 
reflection on the nature, purpose, tasks, con-
tent, methods and sources of catechesis in the 
contemporary world.

As a document of the universal church, it 
encourages the drafting or revision of national 
directories that attend to local catechetical 
opportunities and challenges in particular 
churches.

In three major parts divided across 12 chap-
ters, the new directory offers key elements 
that permeate all catechetical activities: wit-
ness, mercy and dialogue. Presented in dy-
namic continuity with the two catechetical 
directories that preceded it, namely the 1997 
“General Directory for Catechesis” and the 
1971 “General Catechetical Directory,” this 
text affirms the perennial nature and purpose 
of catechesis.

Several new emphases are also proposed — 
the primacy of the kerygma in all catechetical 
activities; the dynamic process of evangeli-
sation and catechesis within it as a spiritual 
action above all; the pedagogy of God that 
inspires the pedagogy of the church in cat-
echetical tasks of initiation, education and 
ongoing formation in Christian discipleship; 
catechesis in a digital culture; the globalisa-
tion of culture; bioethical issues that impact 
catechesis; the “way of beauty” in catechesis; 
and catechesis that accompanies with mercy 
the poor and people with disabilities, migrants 

and prisoners.
Drawing on a key theme in the 2012 world 

synod on the “new evangelisation for the 
transmission of the Christian faith” and Pope 
Francis’ apostolic exhortation, Evangelii 
Gaudium, this document brings to the fore-
front the elements of a kerygmatic catechesis 
that is field-encompassing.

Catechists are to give qualitative priority 

to an evangelising catechesis in which the 
kerygma is the first, repeated and main an-
nouncement of catechesis to all ages in one 
form or another, in all its stages and moments.

“At the heart of catechesis, we find, in es-
sence, a person, the person of Jesus of Naza-
reth,” wrote St John Paul II. At the centre of 
the new directory stands the person of Jesus 
Christ, whose incarnation, life, death and res-
urrection grounds both the content and meth-
ods of catechesis of children, youth and adults 
in today’s world.

One noteworthy highlight in this directory is 
its focus on the identity and formation of cat-
echists, who are the living face of the church’s 
catechetical efforts. A renewal of the church is 
linked inextricably to a renewal of catechesis 
made possible by vibrant, ongoing catechist 
formation. By responding to the universal call 
to holiness catechists become the “saints next 
door,” in the phrase of Pope Francis.

The presentation of a new “Directory for 
Catechesis” occurred three months after its 
approval on March 23, 2020, the liturgical 
memorial of 16th-century St Turibius of Mon-
grovejo, bishop and model catechist.

In the intervening months between its ap-
proval and its publication, the universal 
church has endured unprecedented and dev-
astating effects of a pandemic. In a post-pan-
demic church, this new directory will surely 
serve as one trusted road map for a renewed 
proclamation of the Gospel unfolding in the 
new evangelization and in that one remarka-
ble moment within it, that is the church’s min-
istry of catechesis. — By Jem Sullivan, CNS

New ‘Directory for Catechesis’: 
A timely invitation to catechetical renewal

This is the cover of the updated “Directory for 
Catechesis.”  (CNS photo/USCCB)
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a) The safety of each parishioner 
should be a priority for any activity 
organised under the parish’s name. 
b) According to the SOP for non-
Islamic Places of Worship dated 
Sept 4, 2020, scheduled activities 
(apart from Masses) are permitted, 
subject to the requirements set out 
in the SOP. 
c) Each Parish Priest is allowed to 
grant permission and give direction 
to any group who wishes to resume 
in-person activities in the parish.
d) These activities include the fol-
lowing:

d.1. Sunday School (see para-
graph f) below);
d.2. RCIA;
d.3. Formations and instruc-
tions;
d.4. Meetings;
d.5.  Counselling;
d.6. Other activities approved 
by the Parish Priest.

e) These activities are not permit-
ted:

e.1. Singing 
e.2. Dining, food fellowship 
e.3. Sports 
e.4. Overnight activities, in-
cluding stay-in camps and re-
treats  
e.5. Any of the above activities 
where social distancing cannot 
be maintained in a confined 
space (limits should be set on 
number of persons allowed in 
a room)
e.6. Activities exceeding 60 
minutes. At the discretion of 
the Parish Priest, this may be 
extended to 90 minutes.

f) Adults >70y, children <12y and 
persons with chronic cardiac and 
respiratory, cancer and immune-
suppressed illnesses are discour-
aged from attending any in-person 
activities.

New Way of Being Church — BECs
a) “Basic Ecclesial Communities” (BECs) were 
formed in 1976 as a core priority of the renewal of the 
Catholic Church in Peninsular Malaysia, in line with 
the vision and reforms of the Second Vatican Council. 
b) BECs are called to explore creative ways of con-
necting, promoting growth in faith, and communitar-
ian spirituality. 
c) The ‘Recovery Movement Control Order’ (RMCO) 
presents challenges to the way BECs traditionally 
meet and organise themselves, since physical gather-
ings within an enclosed space pose additional risks 
for transmission of diseases. 
d) BEC Home gatherings are allowed at the discre-
tion and direction of the Parish Priest. 
e) Although such gatherings are permitted, no one is 
under any obligation to hold or attend such gather-
ings. Each person must weigh the risks and take re-
sponsibility for their participation at a gathering. 
f) Special care must be taken to protect the medically 
vulnerable.
g) Adults over 70 years, children below 12 years and 
persons with chronic cardiac and respiratory, cancer 
and immune-suppressed illnesses are discouraged 
from attending any in-person gatherings.
h) When BEC gatherings are held, physical distanc-
ing, disinfection, temperature scanning, and attend-
ance registration should be practised.  Limits on num-
ber of participants should be set.
i) Dining and meal fellowships are not allowed.
j) No gathering should exceed 60 minutes.

a) BECs should adopt, if feasible, a digi-
tal platform to connect. Although digital 
platforms cannot be an adequate substi-
tute for physical presence, it is a safe and 
viable platform during a time of neces-
sary physical distancing. 

b) The Parish, through the BECAT, BEC-
COT or Parish Social Communication 
team, should provide on-line training and 
suggestions for online resources to assist 
BECs to make the transition to a digital 
platform.

c) We need to recognise that there are 
many members who would not have 
the resources or ability to connect via a 

digital platform. Other ways of connect-
ing should be explored, eg, telephone 
calls, leaving messages at the gates of 
the homes of the elderly, paying a visit 
while maintaining a safe distance (from 
the gate). 

d) It is important to note that the most 
vulnerable in the community, especially 
the elderly, will have a greater need for 
community support, especially during 
this time of physical distancing. 
e) The BEC members could offer to do 
grocery shopping for the elderly and 
home-bound. 

f) The BEC should 
continue to iden-
tify families and 
individuals, espe-
cially families hit 
by the economic 
downturn, and mi-
grants, and offer 
assistance. They 
should collaborate 
with the Parish Integral Human Develop-
ment Ministry. 
g) BEC coordinators should faithfully 
disseminate information, online BEC 
reflection sheets and any other resources 
or information which has been shared by 
the parish or Archdiocese. 
h) The BEC should encourage members 
to assign a fixed time for community 
prayer – rosary, lectio divina, Divine Of-
fice, Divine Mercy chaplet, intercessory 
prayer, and watch live-streamed Masses 
together to show solidarity with each 
other in prayer.

a) Meeting, teaching, connecting using 
digital platforms should continue to be 
the method of first choice. 
b) Digital platforms should be secure 
to avoid hacking and abuse by online 
predators.  
c) Assistance from the Archdiocesan 
Catechetical Ministry, the Archdiocesan 
Social Communications Ministry or 
neighbouring parishes is encouraged. 

a) No group should resume in-
person meetings without the pri-
or approval of the Parish Priest.

b) Prior 
b o o k i n g s 
should be 
made by 
M i n i s t r y 
Chief Coor-
dinator. 

c) Maximum number of seats in 
each room to be determined by 
Parish Response Team. 

d) Markings for physical dis-
tance. 

e) Log of persons using room. 

f) Wear masks, use hand sanitiser. 

g) No physical contact. 

h) Use online methods for refer-
ences.

i) Avoid sharing hardcopy (notes, 
minutes, PowerPoint handouts).

j) Achieve good cross-ventilation 
during meeting. 

k) Where possible, open doors 
and windows, and/or use fans. 

l) Maximum duration of sessions 
is to be 60 minutes. 

m) No eating or drinking in room. 

n) For room cleaning procedure, 
please follow parish protocol set 
by PRT. 

o) Hazard waste disposal of 
cleaning material. 

p) There should be inspection by 
the PRT or a representative after 
every use.

General Provisions Digital Platforms

Protocol for physical in-person meetings

General Provisions New ways of  connecting and supporting

(Source photo: Freepik & Shutterstock)

Sunday School, RCIA, 
formations, MeetingsAppendix I

Appendix J
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Forced like Jesus Christ to flee
106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees — September 27

Source: Archdiocesan Catechetical Centre, Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur
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The 106th World 
Day of Migrants 
will be celebrated 
on September 27 
with the theme 

Forced like Jesus 
Christ to flee.

In order to better 
understand the 

message, the 
Kuala Lumpur 
Archdiocesan 
Catechetical 
Centre has 

produced a video. 



People come in all different siz-
es, shapes, and colours, but we 
all have one thing in common: we 
all make mistakes! 
That is why God came to earth 

to redeem our sins. He died on 
the cross to erase our mistakes. 
When we do something wrong, 
let us ask God to forgive us and 
He will forgive us over and over 
again. Jesus also taught us that 

we should forgive other people 
over and over again.
One day, Peter asked Jesus, 

"How many times should I for-
give someone who sins against 
me? Should I forgive him seven 
times?" I imagine that Peter was 
pretty proud of himself for being 
willing to forgive someone seven 
times. 
Jesus answered, "Not seven 

times, but seventy times seven 
times!"
Wow! Seventy times seven! 

That's four hundred and ninety 
times. So after four hundred and 
ninety times, should we stop for-
giving?
No! We should just keep on for-

giving. Isn't that what God does? 
He doesn't keep count of how 
many times He has forgiven us. 

He just keeps on forgiving. 
Children, it doesn't matter if 

we are short or tall, skinny or 
fat, red, white, yellow, or black, 
we all need God's forgiveness. We 
also need to remember that Je-
sus taught that we are to forgive 
others just as God forgives us.

Love
Aunty Eliz 

Keep on
 Forgiving Let's 

Colour 

The Unforgiving Servant
sort-out-the pictures 

What happened in today's parable? Figure out the order of the 
story and put the numbers from 1 to 6 in the boxes. 

Answer: He Forgave him 

Answer: Top 4,6; middle 3, 1; bottom 2, 5

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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VATICAN: Young Catho-
lics are giving the Church 
a valuable lesson in the 

real meaning of “synodality,” Pope 
Francis wrote.

“They have asked us in a thousand ways to 
walk alongside them — not behind them or 
ahead of them, but at their side. Not over them 
or under them, but on their level,” he wrote in 
the introduction to a new Italian book of es-
says about youth ministry.

Salesian Fr Rossano Sala, one of the spe-
cial secretaries of the 2018 Synod of Bishops 
on young people, wrote the book, Around the 
Living Fire of the Synod: Educating for the 
Good Life of the Gospel.

“Discernment” was one of the key topics at 
the synod and in Christus Vivit, Pope Francis’ 
2019 post-synod apostolic exhortation.

In Father Sala’s book, Pope Francis wrote 
that he is not trying “to transform every mem-
ber of the people of God into a Jesuit,” the 
order that has specialised in teaching spiritual 
discernment or prayerfully reading the signs 
of the times and seeking to know how God 
wants individuals and the Church to respond.

Some people, he said, think “the pressing 
call to discernment is a fad of this pontificate 
and it is destined to pass quickly,” but Pope 
Francis insisted the spiritual practice is essen-

tial today when things are changing quickly, 
many people are struggling and so many need 
to hear the Gospel.

Listening and dialogue are the key first 
steps, the Pope wrote. “It is more necessary 
than ever today to enter into an honest listen-
ing to the joys and struggles of every member 
of the people of God, and especially of every 
young person.”

“The Church, as a whole, still has a lot of 
work to do” in learning to listen, he said, “be-
cause too often, instead of being ‘experts in 
humanity,’ we end up being considered rigid 
and incapable of listening.”

But the Gospel shows that listening was the 
first attitude of Jesus, he said, and it should be 
one’s first response to encountering another 
person made in God’s image and loved by 
God.

Dialogue is the natural second step, he said. 
“It is born from the conviction that in the oth-
er, the one who is before us, there are always 
the resources of nature and grace.”

“Dialogue is the style that exalts the gener-
osity of God because it recognises His pres-
ence in everything and, therefore, one must 
find Him in every person and be courageous 
enough to let Him speak,” the Pope wrote.

The digital revolution, the climate crisis, 
migration and “the plague of abuse” had 
already signalled to the Church that many 
things must change, Pope Francis wrote. Then 
the COVID-19 pandemic arrived, “transform-
ing everyone’s existence and we don’t know 
where it will lead.”

One thing is certain, he said: leaders and 
members of the Church must engage in “dis-
cernment to guarantee closeness to the people 
of God, to reform the economy and finance, to 
devise new forms of solidarity and service.”

Without studying the reality and consider-
ing it in prayer, the Pope said, the response 
risks being just “the latest fashion, or we hide 
in past practices, incapable of tapping into the 
unique situation of people and young adults 
today.”

Pope Francis said the choice to focus on 
“synodality” at the next general assembly of 
the Synod of Bishops, in 2022, is a natural 
outcome of the synod on young people.

There is an “urgent need to rediscover the 
baptismal grace” of all Catholics and their 
call to be “missionary disciples,” he said. 
Embracing “synodality” with all members of 
the Church “walking together,” sharing in-
put while respecting the roles proper to each 
member, is one way to acknowledge that 
grace and respond more effectively. — By 
Cindy Wooden, CNS

PORTUGAL: Preparations for World Youth Day 
in Lisbon resumed on Saturday, Sept 5, marking 
the beginning of the new pastoral year. According 
to Archbishop Américo Aguiar, auxiliary bishop of 
Lisbon and president of the “WYD Lisbon 2023 
Foundation”, Pope Francis is following the prepara-
tions for World Youth Day “quietly” and with “ex-
citement”.

On September 2, Archbishop Aguiar participated 
in the first General Audience held by the Pope with 
participation of the faithful, after they had been sus-
pended due to the coronavirus pandemic.

“The Pope is very happy, but he is also calm”, said 
Archbishop Aguiar, explaining that this is because 
“he is aware that the preparatory work for WYD is 
progressing.”

“He also asked us not to forget the dimension of 
solidarity,” added the Archbishop.

Young people 
have lessons to 

teach the Church

Preparations for WYD 2023 resume

Pope Francis poses for a selfie during a pre-synod gathering of youth delegates in 2018 at the 
Pontifical International Maria Mater Ecclesiae College in Rome. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Solidarity 
The organisation of WYD 2023 has been “be-
hind-the-scenes” because the priority has been 
solidarity, explains the president of the WYD 
Lisbon 2023 Foundation.

World Youth Day in Lisbon was initially due 
to take place in 2022 but was postponed by one 
year due to the health emergency triggered by the 
COVID-19 crisis. The delivery of the symbols of 
WYD — the Marian Cross and Icon — to the 
young people of Portugal was also postponed.

Handing over of cross and icon
Usually on Palm Sunday, which is Diocesan 
Youth Day, a delegation of young people from 
the country that hosted the most recent WYD de-
liver the two symbols to their peers of the nation 
that will host the following World Youth Day, in 

St Peter’s Square.
This time it would have been Panama, where 

WYD 2019 was held, passing the cross and the 
Marian icon to Portugal. This year, however, the 
pandemic prevented the handover.

In the true spirit of WYD
At the moment, the handing over ceremony is 
scheduled for Nov 22, the Feast of Christ the 
King. However, Archbishop Aguiar stressed that 
everything will depend on the health situation, 
because “the health and life of the participants” 
at WYD must be taken into account.

Archbishop Aguiar expressed his hope that the 
event in Lisbon be truly “in tune with the life-
style, the way of feeling and the language of the 
young people”, so that they may be the real pro-
tagonists of the event. — Vatican News
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PETALING JAYA: The Church of the As-
sumption is the first parish in the diocese to 
confer the Sacrament of Confirmation this 
year.

Forty-five students received their sacra-
ment from Archbishop Julian Leow on Aug 
29 at 10.00am. Concelebrating were Parish 
Priest Fr Gregory Chan, Assistant Parish 
Priest Fr Richard Anthonysamy SJ, and Fr 
Bernard Hyacinth SJ.

Fr Chan quoted Matthew 19:30, which 
states “the first will be last; and the last, 
first” relating how last year, when the par-
ish picked Aug 29 for its 2020 Confirmation 
ceremony, it was one of the last in the dio-
cese. Lo and behold, due to the pandemic 
this year, the Church of the Assumption 
turned out to be the first in the diocese to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for 
its students.

Only one sponsor/godparent and the 
confirmands’ parents were invited to at-
tend. While waiting for service to start, the 
congregation was treated to a Holy Spirit-
inspired slide show of the confirmands and 
their respective names. The parish’s media 
team live-streamed the service so their fam-
ily and friends could also witness the spe-
cial occasion. 

The catechists’ weeks of hard work to 
ensure a smooth event paid off. Archbishop 
Leow told the parish priest he was pleased 
everything was well organised and quick.

“Receiving Confirmation today does not 
mean the end of your catechism, because of 
MCO, we are going to extend another three 
years,” Archbishop Leow jested during his 
homily.

“You can’t see me smiling behind this 
mask, but I hope you will seriously think 
about your formation. All of us who have 
been confirmed, ordained, our formation 
continues till the day we breathe our last. Do 
not think with Confirmation, it is Merdeka.

“Receiving Confirmation doesn’t mean 

you end your classes in receiving the faith 
because there will be many more forma-
tions held in the parish and in the real world 
where you will be challenged and asked, 
Why are you still a Catholic? Why do you 
still go to church? Why do you still believe 
in God? And I hope you will remember 
what you have learned, not just in class but 
through your parents, teachers, friends, the 
homilies you hear every week and your own 
encounters with God.”

Archbishop Leow added, “today you 
build the foundation and confirm what your 
Godparents said on your behalf when you 
were baptised (as infants). Today you say: 
‘Yes, I want to continue to be a Catholic, to 

be a follower / a disciple of Jesus.”
Are we willing to speak up for the truth 

and what is right and just as John the Bap-
tist did? Are we sharing fake news/lies/half-
truths without fact-checking via our devices 
and social media platforms?

As newly confirmed, are we willing to 
share the Good News to help build the Body 
of Christ and each of us?

“Confirmands, as you continue on your 
journey of faith and say ‘Yes’ today, of your 
own accord, I pray you remain steadfast 
in your faith and you keep close to Jesus 
– our Saviour, Redeemer, Messiah – the 
only Way, Truth and Life.” — By Gwen               
Manickam

“To be honest, I never expected I 
would be completing my final 

semester with the pandemic going on. 
During the MCO, all of my classes were 
conducted online. At first it was quite 
o k a y but two to three weeks later, I 

started to have chal-
lenges such as having 
a bad internet connec-
tion which interrupted 
some of my online 

presentations. 
“Another chal-

lenge I had was 
when I had some 
problems with 
my studies and 
thesis writing, I 
couldn’t meet my 
lecturer. I prefer 
to ask them face-
to-face instead of 

texting/calling since it helps me to better 
understand. 

“I definitely miss the experience of 
studying in a lecture hall. I also miss 
my classmates since this is our final se-
mester together. As it stands, the univer-
sity hasn’t exactly given us a confirmed 
date for our graduation celebration (or 
even confirmed if there will be one). It 
all depends on the situation. However, 
during all these hard times I try my best 
to stay positive and pray to God to give 
me strength to face the challenges of my 
final semester. It’s been a tough experi-
ence but overall I am grateful that I am 
able to overcome it.”

“Because of 
the COV-

ID-19 pandemic, 
most campuses 
have been closed 
and everything had 
to be moved online.

“Personally, I am 
able to adapt to 
online classes 
because my 
course revolves 
around program-
ming and other things which need a com-
puter. However, there are quite a number 
of disadvantages as well. For example, it 
would be harder for my lecturer to solve 
problems I have in my ‘homework’, as 
every student would have different and 
unique problems. Since we can’t consult 
lecturers face-to-face, solving the prob-
lem that the students currently have is 
even more difficult.

“If I were to speak on behalf of other 
students, some students need to do their 
practicals (such as lab exercises) using  
campus facilities, such as the laboratory 
or the studio. But since everything has 
moved online, students have had to find 
an alternate solution to complete their 
practicals, which is difficult. Even if 
they manage to complete it, whether or 
not they’ve fully grasped the knowledge 
or fully understand what they were do-
ing, is another topic for discussion.

“I believe that face-to-face classes 
are better than online classes. But how 
could I blame the University for mov-
ing everything online? Let’s just hope 
that everything will be back to normal 
soon.”

“When the government announced 
the MCO (Movement Control 

Order), I was frustrated and confused as to 
whether I should return to my hometown 
or stay in the hostel. But due to financial 
problems, I decided it would be best to go 
back home. Online learning was hard for 
me, especially at home. The Internet con-
nection is not stable and it became worse 
when it rained. 

“The most challeng-
ing part was when we 
needed to attend on-
line classes. I could 
feel anxiety kicking 
in even before click-
ing the link for our 
online class. I was 
puzzled about it 
but then I real-
ised I do have 
anxiety when-
ever there is 
online class. Even 
though we are not 
required to turn on the camera, I still felt 
anxiety to the point that I couldn’t breathe 
properly and was shaken by it. I could not 
focus on my studies during the whole MCO 
period but it was an eye opening experi-
ence since I had the opportunity to learn 
more about myself, my family and God. 

“I learnt that the MCO was not really that 
bad if we try to see the positive side. May-
be it was time for us to rest a little and I 
think God wanted us to focus on Him. The 
lesson that I have learned is no matter how 
hectic our life as a student, teacher, worker. 
God must be set as our first priority and we 
should not forget to pray everyday. Eve-
ryone can be busy but we should bear in 
mind  that God is the one who will always 
be with us every step of the way.”

KUALA LUMPUR: Begin-
ning your journey on a new 
campus or in a new work 
environment can be intimi-
dating. Now, in the era of the 
new norm, it can be even 
more challenging to find 
your footing. Discover new 
communities and friend-
ships, connect with other 
young people around you. 
Join us for Hangout: Youth 
and Campus Students this 
month, Sept 30, 2020 at 
8.00pm. We have a special 
guest from Melbourne, Aus-
tralia. Karen Luzann is an 
Occupational Therapist with 
experience as a Campus 
Minister to share with us.

Also, don’t forget to let us 
know when you start a new 
semester or job. Check in 
with us, at http://asayokl.
catholicyouth. my /
checkin. This 
is an initiative 
of the Malay-
sian Catho-
lic Youth 
Ministers ’ 
Committee 
(MCYMC). 

Campus students share 
how their studies have 
been interrupted since 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Confirmands with Archbishop Julian Leow, Frs Gregory Chan, Richard Anthonysamy SJ and Bernard Hyacinth SJ.

CoNfiRmation is not the end of learning

Hangout: 
Youth and 

Campus 
Students 

Online campus: 
adapting to the new norm

Allesandra Andrew, 
Bachelor of Civil Engineering 
(Hons) (Universiti Kebangsaan 

Malaysia (UKM))

Ryan Kristoffer, 
Curtin University, Miri

Valerie Alex, 
Universiti Kampus 

Antarabangsa Labuan

To be continued in the next issue
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Will be deeply missed and cherished by                   
her children, sons-in-law, grandchildren, sisters 

and by all who knew and loved her.
"Give her a share in what her hands have    

worked for, and let her works tell her praises                
at the city gates." Proverbs 31:31

40th Day Memorial 
In Loving Memory of

Eva Maria 
Jackson

Gifted from God:
April 15th 1947

Returned to                       
the Lord:

August 8th 2020

                   

They say time's a healer
But as time goes on
I find it just as hard

To face the fact you are gone 
Everyday in some small way

Memories of you come my way
Though gone

You are always near
Still missed, Still loved

And always dear.
Forever In My Heart                                                      

Mummy

RENAE ANGELIQUE

28 January 1985 ~ 14 September 2006

          

2nd Anniversary

Never will I leave you, 
never will I forsake you.

Fear not for I am with you,
be not dismayed,

for I am your God.
I will help you,

I will uphold you 
with  my righteous right hand.

Deeply missed and forever loved 
by Family and Friends.

In Loving Memory of Rev. Fr. Mari Arokiam                      
09.10.1958 – 15.09.2018

         

“For if we live, we live to the Lord                                              
and if we die, we die to the Lord.                                                                                       

So then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s”        
Romans 14:8

Forever missed and cherished by                                         
Your family and loved ones.

Josephine Rajathie 
Rayer Pillay          

Departed:                                  
12 September 2015

5th Anniversary

S. Sandanasamy 
Suvakin Pillay             

Departed:                                  
5 October 2008

12th Anniversary

In Loving and Fondest Memory of                
Our Beloved Parents and Grandparents

11th Anniversary         
In Loving Memory of

“Our greatest gift                  
from the Lord”                    

“The Lord is my 
shepherd.                                  

I now dwell in the                
house of the Lord.”
Deeply missed by                    

Loved ones.

Amalor Mary d/o 
Lourdesamy  

Departed: 10/09/2009

          

NEVER FORGOTTEN
You’ll never be forgotten
That simply cannot be.
As long as I am living
I’ll carry you with me.

Safely tucked within my heart
Your light will always shine;

A glowing ember never stilled,
Throughout the end of time.

No matter what the future brings,
Or what may lie ahead;

I know that you will walk with me
Along the path I tread.

So rest my angel, be at peace
And let your soul fly free.

One day I'll join your glorious flight
For all eternity.

2nd Anniversary                                                                                       
In Ever Loving Memory of

Anthony Fong Yoon Chong
14.1.1964 - 16.9 2018

Deeply missed and cherished by                                                       
Beloved wife, Melrose                              
and daughter, Felicity.

“Come to me, all 
you that are weary 
and are carrying 
heavy burdens, 

and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke 

upon you, and 
learn from me;              
for I am gentle 
and humble in 

heart, and you will 
find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my 

burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30
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St John Chrysostom Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, September 13
(2 Timothy 2:8,11-13)
Remember the Good News that I car-
ry, ‘Jesus Christ risen from the dead, 
sprung from the race of David’. Here 
is a saying that you can rely on: ‘If 
we have died with him, then we shall 
live with him. If we hold firm, then we 
shall reign with him. If we disown him, 
then he will disown us. We may be 
unfaithful, but he is always faithful, for 
he cannot disown his own self.’
Monday, September 14
(Hebrews 2:9-10)
We have seen Jesus crowned with 
glory and splendour because he 
submitted to death; by God’s grace 
he had to experience death for all 
mankind. As it was his purpose to 
bring a great many of his sons into 
glory, it was appropriate that God, for 
whom everything exists and through 
whom everything exists, should 
make perfect, through suffering, the 
leader who would take them to their 
salvation.
Tuesday, September 15
(Colossians 1:24-25)
It makes me happy to suffer for you, 
as I am suffering now, and in my own 
body to do what I can to make up 
all that has still to be undergone by 
Christ for the sake of his body, the 
Church. I became the servant of the 
Church when God made me respon-
sible for delivering God’s message to 
you.
Wednesday, September 16
(2 Corinthians 1:3-5)
Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, a gentle Fa-
ther and the God of all consolation, 
who comforts us in all our sorrows, 
so that we can offer others, in their 
sorrows, the consolation that we 
have received from God ourselves. 
Indeed, as the sufferings of Christ 
overflow to us, so, through Christ, 
does our consolation overflow.                                                                    

Thursday, September 17
(Romans 8:18-21)
What we suffer in this life can never 
be compared to the glory, as yet un-
revealed, which is waiting for us. The 
whole creation is eagerly waiting for 
God to reveal his sons. It was not 
for any fault on the part of creation 
that it was made unable to attain its 
purpose, it was made so by God; but 
creation still retains the hope of being 
freed, like us, from its slavery to dec-
adence, to enjoy the same freedom 
and glory as the children of God.
Friday, September 18
(Galatians 2: 19b-20)
With Christ I hang upon the cross, 
and yet I am alive; or rather, not I; it 
is Christ that lives in me. True, I am 
living, here and now, this mortal life; 
but my real life is the faith I have in 
the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.
Saturday, September 19
(Romans 8: 1-2)
There is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has set me free from the law of 
sin and death.

The ambiguity and intrigue surrounding 
John, the great preacher (his name means 
“golden-mouthed”) from Antioch, are 

characteristic of the life of any great man in a 
capital city. Brought to Constantinople after a 
dozen years of priestly service in Syria, John 
found himself the reluctant victim of an imperial 
ruse to make him bishop in the greatest city of 
the empire. Ascetic, unimposing but dignified, 
and troubled by stomach ailments from his desert 
days as a monk, John became a bishop under the 
cloud of imperial politics.

If his body was weak, his tongue was power-
ful. The content of his sermons, his exegesis of 
Scripture, were never without a point. Some-
times the point stung the high and mighty. Some 
sermons lasted up to two hours.

His lifestyle at the imperial court was not ap-
preciated by many courtiers. He offered a mod-
est table to episcopal sycophants hanging around 
for imperial and ecclesiastical favours. John 
deplored the court protocol that accorded him 
precedence before the highest state officials. He 
would not be a kept man.

His zeal led him to decisive action. Bishops 
who bribed their way into office were deposed. 
Many of his sermons called for concrete steps 
to share wealth with the poor. The rich did not 
appreciate hearing from John that private prop-

erty existed because of Adam’s fall from grace 
any more than married men liked to hear that 
they were bound to marital fidelity just as much 
as their wives were. When it came to justice and 
charity, John acknowledged no double standards.

Aloof, energetic, outspoken, especially when 
he became excited in the pulpit, John was a sure 
target for criticism and personal trouble. He was 

accused of gorging himself secretly on rich wines 
and fine foods. His faithfulness as spiritual direc-
tor to the rich widow, Olympia, provoked much 
gossip attempting to prove him a hypocrite where 
wealth and chastity were concerned. His actions 
taken against unworthy bishops in Asia Minor 
were viewed by other ecclesiastics as a greedy, 
uncanonical extension of his authority.

Theophilus, archbishop of Alexandria, and 
Empress Eudoxia were determined to discredit 
John. Theophilus feared the growth in impor-
tance of the Bishop of Constantinople and took 
occasion to charge John with fostering heresy. 
Theophilus and other angered bishops were sup-
ported by Eudoxia. The empress resented his ser-
mons contrasting gospel values with the excesses 
of imperial court life. Whether intended or not, 
sermons mentioning the lurid Jezebel and impi-
ous Herodias were associated with the empress, 
who finally did manage to have John exiled. He 
died in exile in 407.

Reflection
John Chrysostom’s preaching, by word and 
example, exemplifies the role of the prophet to 
comfort the afflicted and to afflict the comfort-
able. For his honesty and courage, he paid the 
price of a turbulent ministry as bishop, personal 
vilification, and exile. — franciscanmedia.org

When Robert Bellarmine was ordained in 
1570, the study of Church history and the 

fathers of the Church was in a sad state of ne-
glect. A promising scholar from his youth in Tus-
cany, he devoted his energy to these two subjects, 
as well as to Scripture, in order to systematize 
Church doctrine against the attacks of the Protes-
tant Reformers. He was the first Jesuit to become 
a professor at Louvain.

His most famous work is his three-volume 
Disputations on the Controversies of the Chris-
tian Faith. Particularly noteworthy are the sec-
tions on the temporal power of the pope and the 
role of the laity. Bellarmine incurred the anger of 
monarchists in England and France by showing 
the divine-right-of-kings theory untenable. He 
developed the theory of the indirect power of 
the pope in temporal affairs; although he was de-
fending the pope against the Scottish philosopher 
Barclay, he also incurred the ire of Pope Sixtus V.

Bellarmine was made a cardinal by Pope 
Clement VIII on the grounds that “he had not 
his equal for learning.” While he occupied apart-
ments in the Vatican, Bellarmine relaxed none 
of his former austerities. He limited his house-
hold expenses to what was barely essential, eat-
ing only the food available to the poor. He was 
known to have ransomed a soldier who had de-
serted from the army and he used the hangings of 
his rooms to clothe poor people, remarking, “The 
walls won’t catch cold.”

Among many activities, Bellarmine became 
theologian to Pope Clement VIII, preparing two 
catechisms which have had great influence in the 
Church.

The last major controversy of Bellarmine’s life 
came in 1616 when he had to admonish his friend 
Galileo, whom he admired. He delivered the ad-
monition on behalf of the Holy Office, which had 
decided that the heliocentric theory of Coperni-
cus was contrary to Scripture. The admonition 
amounted to a caution against putting forward—
other than as a hypothesis—theories not yet fully 
proven. This shows that saints are not infallible.

Robert Bellarmine died on September 17, 
1621. The process for his canonization was be-
gun in 1627, but was delayed until 1930 for po-
litical reasons, stemming from his writings. In 
1930, Pope Pius XI canonised him, and the next 
year declared him a doctor of the Church.

Reflection
The renewal in the Church sought by Vatican II 
was difficult for many Catholics. In the course of 
change, many felt a lack of firm guidance from 
those in authority. They yearned for the stone 
columns of orthodoxy and an iron command 
with clearly defined lines of authority. Vatican II 
assures us in The Church in the Modern World, 
“There are many realities which do not change 
and which have their ultimate foundation in 
Christ, who is the same yesterday and today, yes, 

and forever” (#10, quoting Hebrews 13:8).
Robert Bellarmine devoted his life to the study 

of Scripture and Catholic doctrine. His writings 
help us understand that the real source of our faith 
is not merely a set of doctrines, but rather the per-
son of Jesus still living in the Church today.. — 
franciscanmedia.org
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There was no pope for 14 months after the 
martyrdom of Saint Fabian because of 

the intensity of the persecution of the Church. 
During the interval, the Church was governed 
by a college of priests. St Cyprian, a friend of 
Cornelius, writes that Cornelius was elected 
pope “by the judgment of God and of Christ, 
by the testimony of most of the clergy, by the 
vote of the people, with the consent of aged 
priests and of good men.”

The greatest problem of Cornelius’s two-
year term as pope had to do with the Sacrament 
of Penance and centred on the readmission of 
Christians who had denied their faith during 
the time of persecution. Two extremes were 
finally both condemned. Cyprian, primate of 
North Africa, appealed to the pope to confirm 
his stand that the relapsed could be reconciled 
only by the decision of the bishop.

In Rome, however, Cornelius met with 
the opposite view. After his election, a priest 

named Novatian (one of those who had gov-
erned the Church) had himself consecrated a 
rival bishop of Rome — one of the first an-
tipopes. He denied that the Church had any 
power to reconcile not only the apostates, but 
also those guilty of murder, adultery, fornica-
tion, or second marriage! Cornelius had the 
support of most of the Church (especially of 
Cyprian of Africa) in condemning Novatian-
ism, though the sect persisted for several cen-
turies. Cornelius held a synod at Rome in 251 
and ordered the “relapsed” to be restored to the 
Church with the usual “medicines of repent-
ance.”

The friendship of Cornelius and Cyprian 
was strained for a time when one of Cyprian’s 
rivals made accusations about him. But the 
problem was cleared up.

A document from Cornelius shows the ex-
tent of organisation in the Church of Rome in 
the mid-third century: 46 priests, seven dea-

cons, seven subdeacons. It is estimated that the 
number of Christians totalled about 50,000. He 
died as a result of the hardships of his exile in 
what is now Civitavecchia.

Reflection
It seems fairly true to say that almost every 
possible false doctrine has been proposed at 
some time or other in the history of the Church. 
The third century saw the resolution of a prob-
lem we scarcely consider — the penance to be 
done before reconciliation with the Church af-
ter mortal sin. Men like Cornelius and Cyprian 
were God’s instruments in helping the Church 
find a prudent path between extremes of rigour-
ism and laxity. They are part of the Church’s 
ever-living stream of tradition, ensuring the 
continuance of what was begun by Christ, and 
evaluating new experiences through the wis-
dom and experience of those who have gone 
before. — franciscanmedia.org

St Cornelius (Sept 16)
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Universal:  Respect for the                          
Planet’s Resources

We pray that the planet’s resources will not be 
plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations human 
rights office has urged Pakistan to take im-
mediate and concrete steps to curb the use of 
blasphemy laws and ensure the protection of 
journalists and human rights defenders who 
have been subjected to threats.

“We have followed with increasing concern 
numerous instances of incitement to violence 
— online and offline — against journalists and 
human rights defenders in Pakistan, in particu-
lar against women and minorities. Especially 
worrying are accusations of blasphemy, which 
can put accused individuals at imminent risk 
of violence,” Rupert Colville, a spokesperson 
for the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, said on Sept 8.

His statement came on the same day that a 
Pakistani court sentenced a Christian man to 
death for blasphemy, a charge he denied.

Asif Pervaiz, 37, a father of four, was ac-
cused of sending derogatory messages about 
Prophet Muhammad, Islam and the Quran to 
his Muslim employer in Lahore.

Pervaiz’s counsel Saif-ul-Malook said that 
there was no evidence against his client and 
that he would challenge the verdict in a high 
court. 

“We call on the leadership to unequivo-

cally condemn incitement to violence against 
religious minorities and what appears to be 
an increase in the use of blasphemy laws for 
personal or political score settling. We call on 
them to encourage respect for diversity of opin-
ion,” Colville said.

The UN rights body noted that female Pa-

kistani journalists last month publicly warned 
of what they described as a “coordinated cam-
paign” of social media attacks against those 
who have been critical of government policies.

In one such case, journalist and human rights 
defender Marvi Sirmed has received numerous 
messages on social media containing highly 

derogatory and violent language, including 
gender-based slurs and death threats. Accusa-
tions of blasphemy on social media were fol-
lowed by actual police complaints filed against 
Sirmed, whose personal details were also re-
vealed on Twitter.

At least four Pakistani journalists and blog-
gers were killed last year in connection with 
their reporting.

Among them was Arooj Iqbal, a woman 
who was shot dead in Lahore as she sought to 
launch her own local newspaper.

On Sept 5, journalist Shaheena Shaheen was 
shot dead by unidentified men in Balochistan’s 
Kech district.

In the vast majority of such cases, those re-
sponsible have not been investigated, prosecut-
ed or held to account.

“We also stress the need for prompt, effec-
tive, thorough and impartial investigations with 
a view to ensuring accountability in cases of 
violence and killings,” Colville said.

“Victims and their families have the right 
to justice, truth and reparations. We welcome 
that in the case of Shaheen a number of high-
level government officials have condemned the 
murder and pledged to bring to justice the per-
petrators.” — ucanews.com

UN alarm over rise in Pakistan 
violence, blasphemy cases

Europe’s identity in flames in Moria camp fire

NEW HAVEN: New research on COV-
ID-19 has revealed that it can also in-
vade the brain. This explains why sev-
eral infected patients have experienced 
headaches, confusion and above all de-
lirium. Loss of sight, memory, coordina-
tion and speech occurs at various stages.

According to a study conducted by 
Yale University immunologist Akiko 
Iwasaki, the virus is able to replicate 
inside the brain, removing oxygen from 
brain cells.

The study is preliminary and needs 
further verification, but there is already 
strong evidence.

Laboratory experiments on brain tis-
sue show that COVID is capable of in-
fecting neurons; the infected cells then 
absorb the available oxygen and cause 
the surrounding cells to die.

Experiments on mice show that brain 
infection leads to rapid weight loss and 
death in a very short time.

Finally, the group examined the brains 
of three patients who died from com-
plications related to COVID-19 and 
discovered the massive presence of the 
virus.

It is speculated that the path to the 
brain for the virus may be through the 
nose, although the authors say that they 
need more data to confirm this theory. —               
AsiaNews / Agencies

LESBOS: Moria camp was home to some 
13,000 people - more than four times its stated 
capacity. Experts and aid workers have long 
criticised the cramped and unsanitary living 
conditions at Moria, which make physical dis-
tancing and basic hygiene measures impossible 
to implement, even at a time in which the first 
coronavirus cases are being reported.

The cause of the fire is unclear. Thousands of 
men, women and children are now without ac-
commodation and Greek authorities are strug-
gling to find them shelter.

Pope Francis visited the camp, which was 
almost burnt to the ground, during a one-day 
visit to Lesbos in April 2016. He took the op-
portunity to express his closeness to and soli-
darity with the refugees and to call for urgently 
needed EU asylum-seeker policy reform.

Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich, President 
of the Commission of the Bishops’ Confer-
ences of the European Union (COMECE) said 
that Europe’s identity has gone up in flames, 

together with the camp and that a common Eu-
ropean policy for refugees is long overdue.

Cardinal Hollerich described the fire as “a 
shame for Europe” because it’s not only the 
camp that is on fire but the very identity of the 
old continent.

He pointed out that the people who find 
themselves stationed in Lesbos came to Eu-
rope in search of help, and that we Europeans 
have abandoned them “in their distress on the 
small Greek island” with “many words but no 
deeds.”

“I think Europe should be ashamed because 
this [fire] is the result of the despair in the heart 
of the people,” he said.

The Cardinal recalled a personal visit to Mo-
ria camp together with the Pope’s Almoner, 
Cardinal Konrad Krajewski. He said that on 
that occasion, they had the chance to speak to 
the people: “we heard this deep despair in their 
hearts.”

“Darkness,” he continued, “has come into 

the hearts of these people, and I think the fire is 
a consequence of that attitude. An attitude that 
is fuelled by our inaction.”

In order to prevent and avert human and hu-
manitarian disasters such as this, Cardinal Hol-
lerich expressed his belief that what is needed 
is a common policy on the part of the European 
Union for refugees and asylum seekers.

He said he is aware that the German Presi-
dency is working in this respect but that all Eu-
ropeans need to take responsibility.

“We cannot claim the Christian roots of Eu-
rope if we let people down in their despair, he 
said. 

The Cardinal singled out Italy, which has ac-
cepted many refugees from Moria in the past 
few years, thanks to the humanitarian corridors 
set up by the Community of Sant’Egidio in col-
laboration with Italian authorities.

“If Italy, a country with a lot of problems due 
to the COVID pandemic, can accept so many 
people, why can’t the rich countries of Europe 
not do more to help the refugees?” he asked.

Cardinal Hollerich concluded saying his is 
an appeal “to the northern countries, the rich 
countries, to accept more refugees.” 

And, he continued, Churches across Europe 
are also called to react more decisively.

Acknowledging the fact that Church in-
comes have dropped dramatically due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and asking for support 
for the Community of Sant Egidio which has 
done such good work in Lesbos, he pointed 
out that “sharing does not mean only giving in 
times when we are very rich, but sharing means 
to share even if you have become poor.” — By 
Gudrun Sailer & Linda Bordoni, Vatican 
News

COVID-19 also 
invades the brain

Christians and other minorities are often accused of blasphemy in Pakistan. (UCA News photo)

Children in the burnt camp of Moria on the island of Lesbos after a major fire burnt buildings and 
shelters to the ground. (Vatican News/AFP)


